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THE BRIDGE 

 

Bridgewater High School 

I am often asked what it is that defines suc-

cess as a Principal. Personally, the simple 

answer is that the success of a Principal 

comes down to the quality of their decision 

making. A day doesn’t go by when you are 

not required to make a decision. It could be 

about a matter relating to an individual stu-

dent, a parental request, a query from a col-

league - the list is endless. However, the 

one constant for me is that whenever I do 

make a decision, I ask beforehand one sim-

ple question: “Is this in the best interests of 

Bridgewater students?” If I can answer yes, 

then I will always stand by my decision as I 

know the Governors of Bridgewater will. 

Bridgewater is successful as a school be-

cause of the support we receive from par-

ents, the quality of the staff but above all, 

because of the commitment and respect 

students show on a daily basis. There’s 

hardly a moment when a student isn’t 

achieving something significant. It could be 

a breakthrough in the classroom by finally 

understanding a complex maths term, or it 

could be success with a team on the sports 

field or taking a curtain call to rapturous ap-

plause following a performance on stage. 

Equally, it could be because a Student Men-

tor has helped another student take that 

next small but significant step in their learn-

ing. All these add up to what makes Bridge-

water such a vibrant and exciting place to 

be. 

But another feature of a large school is its 

ability to scan the horizon for the next oppor-

tunity to improve the quality of education on 

offer. In terms of team sports, for example, 

we have set ourselves the target of being a 

state school that competes nationally on a 

regular basis against all schools in England. 

Two weeks ago, I had the privilege of travel-

ling to London to watch the U16 Girls take 

part in the National Netball finals before driv-

ing onto to Allianz Park - the home of Sara-

cens - to see our U15 Boys Rugby team take 

part in the semi-final of the NatWest Vase. It 

was a fantastic experience. 

More recently, you will know that Bridgewater 

has helped found The Challenge Academy 

Trust - TCAT for short - with Priestley Col-

lege, Penketh High School, Beamont Colle-

giate Academy, Sir Thomas Boteler Church 

of England High School, Great Sankey Pri-

mary and Penketh South Primary. This is a 

ground breaking organisation which we all 

believe will provide huge opportunities and 

benefits for our students. Most recently, we 

have received the go ahead for the final part 

of a government grant of £4,000,000 to finish 

the refurbishment of both the Upper and 

Lower schools. 

I am immensely proud to be part of Bridge-

water’s tradition of success and as I said to 

staff following confirmation of the final refur-

bishment money, we can all now rest as-

sured that Bridgewater will be weather-tight 

for at least the next thirty years so we can 

get on with what motivates us most: doing 

the best for Bridgewater students. 

As ever you, you do not need to take just my 

word for all of this, so I hope that you will en-

joy reading  first-hand accounts of the many 

achievements in the pages that follow. You 

will undoubtedly gain an insight into the rich 

programme of activities and exciting opportu-

nities available to our students and appreci-

ate the liveliness and vibrancy of Bridgewater 

High School.   

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity 

to wish you and your families a very happy 

Easter. 
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EGG APPEAL 

We would like to thank everybody who 

donated Easter Eggs to the Alder Hey 

Oncology Unit. This is our tenth year of 

involvement with the appeal  which provides 

Easter eggs for children who are not well 

enough to go home at Easter. Your 

generosity is greatly appreciated by both 

Alder Hey and Bridgewater.  
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Year 9 Health Champions 
At the beginning of the year,  ten year 9 students were chosen to 
become Bridgewater’s Health Champions. Along with Lymm High 
School, we received several training days at the Halliwell Jones 
Stadium that taught us what we would be doing and how to do it. 
Our aim was to be the bridge between the students and the various 
helplines that are available, as well as making sure that our school 
has a positive approach to all aspects of health. 

 

 

We have now finished our training sessions and 
are ready to complete the booklets that will help 
us to achieve our qualifications. We are also in the 
middle of planning a campaign based around 
mental health. We are now busy incorporating 
plans to help people’s physical and social health. 
Our favourite part of this experience is that we will 
be able to help others but we also enjoyed work-
ing with Lymm High School and making new 
friends. 
 
Year 9 Health Champions 
 

 

Year 9 Syrian Refugee support 
  
Nora from CARE UK and Sara from Rethink Rebuild came in to talk to 
the year 9 school council and then the whole year group about the 
Syrian refugees who desperately need our help. Syria has been torn 
apart by Civil War since 2011. Over 11 million people (about half the 
country's pre-war population) have been killed or forced to flee their 
homes. Around 6.3 million people are displaced inside Syria and 4.8 
million people have sought safety in neighbouring countries. 

 
Nora Carlin set up a charity to collect aid for Syrian refugees in 2015, 
after seeing photos of a young Syrian boy's body washed up on a 
Turkish beach. Care UK collects donations of practical items from all 
over North West England, then sorts and packs them into containers 
to be sent to help Syrian refugees in Syria and Greece. 
 
Over one week we collected clothes and food to be sent over and we 

are organising a fund raising event for next term too. 
 
Zoe Hartland year 9  
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Oxbridge Conference 
 
Year 12 students recently attended a conference at Aintree Racecourse, aimed at those who are con-
sidering applying to Oxford and Cambridge. Emily Gibbins takes up the story… 
 
“We recently visited Aintree Racecourse to learn more about studying at the country's top universities. 
We went to lots of different talks including making a competitive application, student finance, maths, 
medicine, history, engineering, biochemistry and English. We all agreed that this was very interesting 
and useful in helping us decide what we want to do and many of us are now keen to apply to Ox-
bridge.”  

‘Spring’ by Isobel Green 8ACA 

The flowers bloom in morning light 

And tumble in the gentle breeze 

The stream, it trickles down the hill 

And the wind whispers through the trees 

Nature’s sound is all one hears 

To be preserved for many years 

 

The birds they sing above the clouds 

And sunbeams dance upon the hills 

A lake is clear as crystal glass 

And nurtures all the daffodils 

Nature’s sound is all one hears 

To be preserved for many years 

 

The trees they stand in solitude 

As the clouds that pass me by 

Come tumbling past my line of sight 

My thoughts within, they start to  flly 

Nature’s sound is all one hears 

To be preserved for many years 

http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/daffodil-flower-clip-art
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Duke of Edinburgh Award 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When people think of D of E, I imagine they think of backpacks, muddy walking boots and lots of hills, and de-

spite the fact that, yes, the expedition does involve a great amount of resilience in the face of British weather, 

what I soon realised was that the experience starts long before the walking does. 

My favourite part of the D of E Bronze Award was my physical section, where I spent three months learning to 

play table tennis. Not only did I have a tremendous amount of fun, I also learnt rules and tactics that I would 

never have considered otherwise. More importantly, I no longer viewed it as a ‘less serious sport’, but could ap-

preciate the seriousness of a well-matched game. For example, last summer I happened to turn on the televi-

sion during the Olympic broadcasting and caught a table tennis game between Great Britain and China. Not 

only did I have a better understanding of just how demanding the game was or how much skill was required, I 

also enjoyed watching it a lot more.  

Some parts of my Bronze D of E experience I found a lot harder. I was part of one of the few groups where we 

were ‘thrown together’ with people we didn’t know. Yet by the end, I felt like I had made new friends. However, it 

wasn’t easy. We had to learn each other’s strengths and limitations  and it took quite a few wrong turns for us 

decide how best we worked as a group. When you are spending two days with people in the middle of muddy 

fields and on top of blustery hills, you become well acquainted but there were many moments when we were 

grumpy, tired and just wanted to walk in silence. It was times like this which taught me how to work as a team 

because you have to be able to rely on each other. That is the beauty of D of E. 

All in all, I found the entire experience incredible. Yes, by the end I never wanted to look at a rucksack ever 

again, but the feeling I got, arriving back at school in the minibus, tired yet with a sense of accomplishment, 

made me realise that D of E has taught me so much more. There is great beauty in being in the middle of na-

ture with a group of friends and all your necessities in your rucksack. 

Beatrice Lofthouse, Year 11 
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Introducing Kim Wellens 

Youth For Christ 
 

Hello Bridgewater! My name is Kim Wellens and I am a youth worker from a local Christian youth work charity 
called Warrington Youth for Christ. I have taken over from Marie Aitken who left just before Christmas. I will be 
working in Bridgewater so pupils may see me in their RE or music lessons.  
 
Pupils from all year groups are warmly invited to an after-school Christin Union club we run, called ‘Fresh’. The 
group meets in the new Broomfields Youth Centre behind the leisure centre every Tuesday from 3.15-4.15pm.  
We have doughnuts, hot chocolate, games, pool table, PS4 and more! We also spend time chatting about faith 
and some of life's big questions. I am also hoping to start up a school choir after Easter, so if you enjoy singing, 
then watch this space! 
 
If you see me around school, please stop me, say hello and have a chat. I really look forward to getting to know 
you all! 
 
Kim Wellens 
Warrington Youth for Christ. 
 

Orienteering 

success 
Congratulations to all the 

Bridgewater High Orienteer-

ing team for doing so well this 

year. The school came 2nd 

overall this year, which was our 

best-ever result. Look out for 

details of orienteering events or 

speak to Mr. Steer! 
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We recognise that Bullying is a serious issue and work hard to ensure that our anti-bullying message 

reaches as many people as possible. We are proud to have a large team of anti-bullying ambassadors 

across Key Stage 3 and 4. Each year,  the ambassadors complete an application for the Warrington 

Wise-Up Awards which summarises the on-going anti-bullying work at Bridgewater. For our work back in 

2016, we have once again been awarded the highest level Gold Award. A number of ambassadors at-

tended the Award Ceremony at the Gateway Centre and were presented with our certificate by the 

Mayor and Mayoress of Warrington.  

Bridgewater was praised for the Anti-Bullying Conferences held in November, including the first Primary 

School Conference. At the ceremony, it was announced that for 2017, a new Platinum level of award is 

being introduced to acknowledge the sustained efforts of participating schools. Our ambassadors are 

keen to work towards this new award. Watch this space! 
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Year 11 Visit to the 
University of Leeds 

 
On Tuesday 14th February, staff from Appleton College accompanied 45 pupils from Year 11 as they 
visited the University of Leeds in order to enjoy a brief taste of university life.  
 
During the Campus trip, pupils visited the Civil Engineering department where they had a talk from 
University outreach staff. A number of student volunteers were also present and talked to the pupils 
about their experiences of life at the University.  

 
James Webster, a former graduate of the Univer-
sity of Leeds, gave a very interesting talk about 
his Journalism career, as a reporter for ITV 
News in Yorkshire. He stressed the importance 
of choosing the right degree course and high-

lighted the opportunities this has given him since graduating. 
 
Pupils were also given the opportunity for a question and answer 
session which proved very informative and useful. Lunch was in the 
University refectory where pupils were treated to a flamboyant mu-
sical performance from a Student Union candidate, campaigning 

for votes; this certainly gave our Year 
11 pupils a sense of the more social 
side of ‘Uni’ life! 
 
A tour with the student volunteers fol-
lowed. There were visits to both mod-
ern and historic buildings throughout 
the campus. Pupils were shown around 
the Student Union, accommodation 
blocks and the amazing Sports facili-
ties.  
 
A particular favourite was the Brother-
ton Library which was both stunning 
and reverential, giving a real sense of 
awe as pupils tiptoed silently through 
the huge domed building whilst the undergraduates studied. 
 
A great day was had by all and it certainly gave pupils plenty to think about regarding their future. 
Perhaps some of our Bridgewater pupils and Appleton College students will be inspired to go on to 
study there. 
 
Mrs Hebden 
Appleton College 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiU0e2L-N3SAhXDQBQKHeHWDH0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.law.leeds.ac.uk/international-students/studying-in-leeds&bvm=bv.149760088,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNGoz6HpLWKlyG8Zmz-Xb3kpnKl0x
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Pulling out all the stops for the  

A Level Music group! 
Following a visit to Liverpool Cathedral in December 2016 when the A Level Music group had an oppor-

tunity to go up in the Organ Loft, we returned last Friday following an invitation from Professor Ian Tracey, 

who has been Organist since 1980. We were very grateful to him for giving us his valuable time. 

 It’s hard to tell from the image below, 

but the organ console in the organ loft 

(pictured right, under some of the pipe-

work) is exactly the same size as the 

fully working ground-floor replica Hut-

son console pictured above. Rebecca 

Smith and Grace Wallace are pictured 

in the loft with Professor Tracey while 

he explained a huge amount of infor-

mation about how the instrument works 

and what makes it an instrument of 

world importance. He very kindly 

played many examples of pieces by 

AS Music Set Work composers, com-

menting on aspects of their style. 

What you see on the left is 

the console of the organ 

where the organist plays. 

What you can’t see in this 

picture are the 10,268 pipes 

which make this the largest 

pipe organ in the UK and one 

of the largest in the world. 

The pipes range from just a 

couple of centimetres long to 

nearly 10 metres long! 

It takes far more than a 13 amp plug to 

power this incredible instrument, in fact it 

requires three huge turbines under the ca-

thedral floor to generate enough wind pres-

sure. 



BRIDGEWATER HIGH SCHOOL 

The Bridge April 2017 page 10 

 

‘Move it’ Dance 

Trip 
On Saturday 11th March, we went to 
‘Move it’ in London with other dance stu-
dents from Years 10, 11 and 12. It was 
really good and there were so many clas-
ses to enjoy. I chose Jamaican dance 
hall, tango, hip hop and commercial. 
Some of the other students chose ballet, 
contemporary and yoga. It was a really 
good day out and it was amazing to try 
different types of dance and see this huge 
dance event. My favourite was hip hop 
because it was lively, fun and I had never 
done it before.  
 
Besides the classes, there were also per-
formances all day on the main stage by 
some ‘Britain’s Got Talent’ winners as 
well as some of the leading Dance colleg-
es in the UK. I enjoyed watching these 
and there were also lots of shops and 
stands all around the Excel centre provid-
ing information about colleges and univer-
sities that offer dance courses. 
 
Rebecca Clare Year 11 
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Rambert Dance Company 
The Rambert Dance Company is currently celebrating its 90th birthday and to celebrate this milestone 

event, they ran a competition in the summer of 2016 for nine colleges to have a free workshop day 

with an animator from the company. This was to run a practical and theory workshop that worked 

alongside the new A Level dance specification in which Rambert plays a huge part.  Our current Head 

of Dance, Nicola Hughes,  won this competition for us.  

On Wednesday 8th March,  Appleton College hosted the workshop and we invited Weatherhead Sixth 

form college from Wallasey to join us for the day. Effie McGuire-Ward from Rambert ran the whole 

day, giving us lots of ideas, encouragement and support.  The aim of the day was to learn some 

repertoire from ‘Cruel Garden’ by Christopher Bruce, (premiered 1977) and to learn background 

information about the company in that decade. Effie had previously visited five other colleges in the 

UK as part of this project to teach movement from each era from the 1920s onwards. Each school 

helped to create an infographic poster for their given decade, contributing the colour, text, timeline 

and any other key information about the company from that decade. These infographic posters will be 

accessible from the Rambert Dance company website to aid colleges with the new A-level 

specification.  We all loved the day, gaining experience of repertoire, as well as Rambert’s dance 

style through a technique class. We also received support for our theoretical knowledge by the 

creation of the infographic poster.  Students involved: were Issy Stagg, Jasmine Cleaver, Megan 

Cook, Georgia Evans, Lauren Hedley, Bethany Nugent and Katie- Mae Sheard. 

Issy Stagg, Year 12 
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Vote for Art! 

Work by our year 9 pupils has been entered into a competition run by Dot-Art in Liverpool.   The year 

9 pupils created a Zine and a fabric outcome as their first art project of the year.  Eighteen pupils had 

their work entered into the Dot-art competition (which can be viewed on the website).  The themes 

ranged from Music to Harry Potter! 

 

We now need your help!  A panel of judges selected three entries from each school to go to a pub-

lic vote.   

 

Please go to the Dot-art website to look for Bridgewater High and vote for your favourite entry from 

our school.  Hopefully we will have an overall winner from Bridgewater High!  http://

cheshire.schools.dot-art.com/schools 

 

The three selected entries from each school will also be exhibited at Mid-Cheshire College.  The 

three selected from Bridgewater pupils are as follows: 

 

 

Africa by Ruth Balcombe   
17 x 25cm, Cotton, embroidery thread, acrylic paint, image transfer, ink 

http://cheshire.schools.dot-art.com/schools
http://cheshire.schools.dot-art.com/schools
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Music Genres Zine by Molly Norton 

15 x 55cm, Paper, pen, coloured 

pencil, acrylic paint 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harry Potter by Hannah Britton 
17 x 25cm, Cotton, embroidery 
thread, acrylic paint, image transfer, 
ink 
 



BRIDGEWATER HIGH SCHOOL 

The Bridge April 2017 page 14 

 

STEM success starts with critical thinking 

and problem solving skills 
 

Having the ability to solve problems will prepare students for life, no matter what their chosen career is.  

As part of STEM activities offered at Bridgewater,  students were encouraged this term to apply their 

skills in mathematics and science through an authentic and hands-on learning project. Although the egg 

drop challenge is not new, the context that was used by the sixth formers put a real life twist on the 

challenge. The challenge was to design a vessel which could be used to drop an egg from a height of 

approximately four metres. The egg had to survive the drop but the vessel needed to be cheaply pro-

duced, versatile and aesthetically pleasing. All students were encouraged to work collaboratively 

throughout the six weeks and help  each other overcome obstacles. It was really enjoyable and reward-

ing to watch Appleton College students  Bethan Lukey, Becca Davies and Jack Baker take the lead on 

this project and I would like to thank them on behalf of all the pupils in the STEM club. As a reward, the 

sixth formers and the winners of the challenge will be visiting Costa in Stockton Heath on Wednesday 

6th of April during period 5.  

 

How to build on what we do and pass on a spark of STEM to your child:  

Here in Warrington, we are extremely lucky to be geographically close to two major cities in the UK: Liv-

erpool and Manchester. Both have a wealth of museums as well as internationally renowned universi-

ties, all of which host STEM-related events throughout the year. We are also close to Preston which 

hosts the Lancashire science festival each year at the University of Central Lancashire.  

There is always something going on around us and it is usually free. Take advantage of it and hopefully 

I will bump into you there.  

Thank you for allowing me to take your children on the journey of STEM; it has been a pleasure. I am 

now passing on the baton to Mr Shaikh who will continue the STEM club activities for the rest of the 

year and hopefully for many years to come.  

 

Ms. Dannan 

 

 

Mr. Long writes:  

On behalf of all those Bridgewater pupils who have en-

joyed such an exciting and varied programme of STEM

-related activities over the past few years, we would 

like to thank Ms. Dannan for her enthusiasm and hard 

work arranging them. We wish her all the very best as 

she leaves us this Easter to take up a new post at 

Atherton Community School. Good luck, Ms. Dannan. 

We will miss you! 
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This term we were very privileged to welcome the Onatti Theatre Company to Bridgewater. The com-

pany specialises in delivering plays to schools offering French at KS3, using a combination of drama, 

music and humour to appeal to students. Keeping up with the story can be challenging but our pupils 

came away with a great sense of achievement. Here are some of their comments: 

 “I enjoyed the French play. It was set up well and I felt as though the actors were enthusiastic, which 

made it more exciting and interesting to watch.” Olivia Foreman 9CLM 

“It was very enjoyable, a nice break from a normal lesson. I understood pretty much most of the story-

line. The acting was very good and entertaining.” Will Sutton 9CLM 

“I really enjoyed the play and was surprised at how much I could follow.” Rebecca Pearson 9CLM 

“I thought the play was good, and I liked the way I actually understood most of it. I also found the 

events that happened really funny!” McKenzie Gourlay 9 RGD 

“I thought they did well interacting with the audience.” Lydia Blair 9 RGD 

 

A particular well done to Hannah Cross, Emily Divall, Ben Atkin who themselves became actors in 

the story! 

 

Mrs Harris 

MFL KS3 Coordinator 

BIENVENUE AU CAFÉ!BIENVENUE AU CAFÉ!  
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Frank Prosser was born in 
Dublin in 1941. On leaving 
school he studied in Leeds 
for a while then returned to 
Dublin to take up a career 
in the travel business. He 
came to Warrington in 
1971 to marry his wife 
Carolyn. They had a 
daughter, Olivia and a son, 
Conleth.  Both attended 
Bridgewater High School 
prior to University. Frank 
became interested in local 
politics and stood as Bor-
ough Councillor for Stock-
ton Heath. The Warrington 
bombing by the IRA oc-
curred at this time and he 
became a director of the 
Warrington Project which was set up to embrace reconciliation with Northern Ireland. The aim of the pro-
ject was to encourage contacts between Northern Ireland and Warrington schools. As an Irishman he 
was very keen to improve relations between the two countries. His hobbies included amateur photog-
raphy. Frank died on 14th September 2005 shortly after a holiday in Venice. 

 
 

The Frank Prosser Memorial 
Award 2017 

 
Bridgewater High School and the Prosser family are proud to announce the 2nd The Frank Prosser Me-
morial Award – a photography competition open to all students at Bridgewater High School and Apple-
ton College. 
 
The theme for this year is "Hopes & Dreams". 
 
There will be 2 sets of prizes - one for lower school and one for upper school (including the 6th Form) 
 1st prize: £75 gift vouchers & a framed print of the winning entry. 
 2nd prize: £50 gift vouchers. 
 3rd prize: £25 gift vouchers. 
  
Pupils can submit up to 3 entries in to the competition. 
  
Entries will be by JPEG/RAW formats and should be emailed to photos@bridgewaterhigh.com together 
with a signed entry form (one per photograph). 

mailto:photos@bridgewaterhigh.com
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The Frank Prosser Memorial Award  
PHOTOGRAPH ENTRY FORM 

 
Name __________________________________________________________ 

Form ___________________ 

File name of photograph (it’s helpful if you name the file e.g. “My Dream Fred Bloggs 8AW”and don’t just 

leave it as the original file name e.g. DSCN03572.jpg)    _______________________________ 

Write a sentence or two about your photo and how it fits the theme 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

I confirm that the photograph is my own work and not subject to copyright. I agree to the use of my photo-

graph on the school website, promotional publications e.g.: leaflets, posters, display stands, on Video/DVD, 

press releases and any other social media platforms. 

 

Signed ______________________________________________________    Date _____________ 

 Photographs can be taken with any device but must be saved in JPEG or RAW formats. 

Photographs should be emailed to photos@bridgewaterhigh.com 

 Photographs may be cropped, enhanced or altered digitally BUT only slightly. 

If any person is featured in the photograph you MUST get them to sign and date the release below: 
Full name(s) of person(s) featured in photograph: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

I confirm that I give permission for the photograph containing my image to be entered into the photography 

competition.  I agree to the use of my image on the school website, promotional publications eg: leaflets, post-

ers, display stands, on Video/DVD,  press releases and any other social media platforms 

 Signed (each person must sign)_____________________________________________    Date ______ 

Forms must be placed in an envelope and handed to either the lower or upper school office ad-

dressed to “Photography Competition, Mrs Shaw” OR scanned in and emailed with your photos. 

mailto:photos@bridgewaterhigh.com
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Creative Writing Workshop 

 
After Easter, a story writing workshop aimed at Key Stage 3 pupils will be 
held in Room 76 each Wednesday, 3.00 - 4.00pm. Miss Carrington prom-
ises fun and creativity! Please come along. All KS3 pupils welcome. 
  

Catering Academy 
 
Catering Academy, the organisation behind our school 
meals, love holding themed days and promotions for the 
students at Bridgewater.  We enjoy trying new products 
and offering new tastes. Some of the theme days we 
have enjoyed this term have included a Greek day, Aus-
tralian day and Soul Food. Here are a few pictures taken 
on  Valentines Day and St Patrick’s Day. Thanks to our 
very talented and hard-working kitchen staff. We’re sure 
you’ll agree that school dinners have changed a great 
deal! 
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World Number Day  
3

rd
 February 2017 and  

Pi day  
14

th
 March 2017 

Bridgewater High School celebrated World Number Day by holding a Maths competition during lessons 
at the lower site. The challenge was to answer 5 questions which demonstrated problem solving skills 
as well as mathematical reasoning.  The response from pupils was tremendous and we were pleased 
with significant number of entries. 
 
This event was followed up with second competition to celebrate Pi Day on March 14th (3/14) around 
the world. Pi (Greek letter “π”) is the symbol used in mathematics to represent a constant — the ratio of 
the circumference of a circle to its diameter — which is approximately 3.14159. Pi’s infinite nature 
makes it a fun challenge to memorize, and to computationally calculate more and more digits. The 
mathematician Archimedes used polygons with many sides to approximate circles and determined that 
Pi was approximately 22/7. In recent years, Pi has been calculated to over one trillion digits past its 
decimal. Only 39 digits past the decimal are needed to accurately calculate the spherical volume of our 
entire universe!  
 
Prizes were awarded for the best answers in both competitions (for each year group).  
 
The winners were: 
 
NUMBER DAY 
 
Year 7  
Winner – Elizabeth Worthington - 7KR 
Runner Up – Philip Berry - 7KR 
Runner Up – Nat Pritchard-Jones - 7KR 
 
Year 8 
Winner –  Charlie Ford – 8ESL 
Runner Up – Emma Gresty– 8ESL 
Runner Up – Sam Morgan – 8DC/AKR 
 
Year 9 
Winner- Imogen Thompson – 9QJT 
Runner Up – Unzila Hussain – 9DT/JT 

         Runner Up – Alex Hawkins – 9NXH 
PI DAY 
 

Year 7 
Winner - Rachel Higgins - 7KR 
Runner Up - Sophia Johnston - 7KR 
Runner Up - Tom Leigh - 7KR 
 
Year 8 
Winner - Jaden Mulheir - 8SLE 
Runner Up - Molly Mahoney - 8NF/JR 
 

Well done to 7KR for fantastic entries in both competitions! 
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Hour of Code 
The hour of code takes place each year during Computer Sci-

ence Education Week. This year,  the week ran from the 5th –

11th December. Computer Science Education Week is held 

annually at this time in recognition of the birthday on 9th De-

cember, 1906, of computing pioneer, Admiral Grace Murray 

Hopper. This is a global movement, reaching tens of millions 

of students in 180+ countries through a one hour introduction 

to computer science and computer programming. 

The hour of code is designed to introduce everyone and any-

one to computer science, to show that anybody can learn the 

basics. Every student should have the opportunity to learn 

computer science. It helps nurture problem-solving skills, logic 

and creativity. All key stage 3 students participated within the hour of code, completing the Minecraft 

hour of code tutorials. All students had the option to become a Minecraft Designer. They programmed 

animals and other Minecraft creatures in their own version of Minecraft and Minecraft Adventurer. 

Students thoroughly enjoyed their hour of code. Lucy Rothwell said “I enjoyed the hour of code and 

was able to experiment with it independently.  It was fun.” Amelia Moss agreed and even added “My 

favourite one was the Minecraft Designer as it was more fun and I liked the part where I controlled the 

chickens”. Alfie O’Donnell said “I play Minecraft at home so it was fun to make it myself and see how it 

was created”. Alicia England said “it was really fun to use and allowed me to be creative in my own 

way”. Overall, the students enjoyed their hour of code and are looking forward to coding more of their 

own adventures.   

Miss D. Price 
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BBC 

School 

Report 

2017 
BBC News School 

Report gives 11-16 

year-old students in 

the UK the chance to 

make their own news 

reports for a real audi-

ence. Using lesson 

plans and materials 

from this website, and 

with support from 

BBC staff and part-

ners, teachers help 

students develop their 

journalistic skills to 

become School Re-

porters. 

Fifteen pupils in Year 

9 took part in BBC School Report, 2017.  On 16th February, Grace Day, Emma Dutton, Harry Antrobus, 

Jonathan Kenwright, Jenn Gibbs, Connor Thomson, Lucas Hayes, Hannah Brindle, Georgia Elliot, Joe 

Jackson, Ben Lever, Millie Sharples, Chloe Tan, Louis McCormack and Jamie Stirling spent the day 

developing their media and journalism skills on Upper site.   

In the morning sessions, pupils followed a scheme of work in journalism devised by the BBC; the aims of the 

sessions were to develop pupils’ ability to source and write their own newspaper article.  After morning break, 

the students had the opportunity to take photographs, interview members of staff and plan the structure of 

their article.  Two of the groups (who were researching the proposed plans to convert Bridgewater from a Sin-

gle Academy Trust to a Multi Academy Trust) arranged interviews with Principal, Mr. Long and Director of Fi-

nance and Resources, Mrs. Laing. 

To recreate the real pressures of journalism, pupils were given a strict 1.15pm press deadline.  All pupils suc-

cessfully met their deadline and used the afternoon session to proof-read and edit their final article.  

The pupils were a credit to the school, demonstrating a mature attitude towards a challenging task.  Selected 

articles were uploaded to coincide with BBC News Day on Thursday, 16th March and are available on the 

BBC School Report section on the Bridgewater High website. 

BBC School Report certificates will be issued in the summer term in assembly.  Well done to all who took 

part!   

Mrs. C. Dearden, English Faculty 
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Celebrating World Book Day, Books and 

Reading with the Lower School Library! 

 
Dominic Berry 
 
In January, a group of Year 8 pupils were ex-
tremely lucky to meet nationally acclaimed the-
atrical poet, Dominic Berry. This visit was organ-
ised and funded by the Reading Agency through 
Livewire.  He had been booked to deliver a ses-
sion on the language of Shakespeare in order to 
celebrate Shakespeare’s 400

th
 Anniversary.   

Mrs Lomas attended the session and reported 
“Dominic’s presentation to my Year 8 pupils was 
a revelation!  His innovative approach to Shake-
speare’s language captivated the students.  The 
fact that many of them chose to stay for an additional hour, says it all!” 

 
Cathy Cassidy 
 
In February, 14 Year 7 girls vis-
ited Great Sankey High School, 
together with pupils from other 
schools, to meet author, Cathy 
Cassidy.  After an interesting 
talk by Cathy, pupils were able 
to meet her individually, have 
books signed and ask her any 
questions. Laura McSweeney 
said the visit was "inspiring"  

 
 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwij3Oahr_7SAhUKtBQKHdtkBTEQjRwIBw&url=http://www.cathycassidy.com/books/3913_fortune_cookie&bvm=bv.151325232,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNHM-QF4pZy9qCqVjtrMGKZDJQTEWA&ust=14909681
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Treasure 
Hunt 
 
On World Book Day,2nd 
March, book covers were 
displayed around school.   
Lower School pupils were 
given the opportunity to 
solve clues and find the 
books during English les-
sons as well as in their 
own time.   Approximately 
200 pupils took part with  
Year 8 pupil, Joe Illing-
worth being the overall 
winner. Joe selected a 
book from the book fair for 
his prize.   
 
 
 

Year 7 Inter Form Book Quiz 
 
On World Book Day, each Year 7 form nominated a team of four to take part in the quiz tak-
ing place in the Library at lunchtime.  Many supporters attended and the atmosphere be-
came very competitive!  The team from 7PH were the outright winners and selected books 
from the Book Fair as prizes.  

 
Book Fair 
 

 
An annual  event,   the Scholastic Book Fair 
opened on World Book Day.  Lower School pu-
pils were able to browse the new books and use 
their World Book Day Vouchers if they wished  to 
make a purchase.   Sales were very good, realis-
ing a commission of £200 to buy new books to 
add to Lower School stock.  
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Human Rights Champion 
 
We were very proud to learn that one of our former 
pupils, Natasha Holcroft-Emmess, had recently pub-
lished an enjoyable article on RightsInfo 
(www.rightsinfo.org) focused on human rights heroes 
in popular fiction, in order to celebrate World Book 

Day.  Having graduated with a first class degree in Jurisprudence 
from Keble College Oxford in 2012, Natasha went on to complete her 
MA in Law a year later. She has just completed her solicitor training 
and is currently Junior Dean at Mansfield College, Oxford. With her 
permission, we have gratefully reproduced Natasha’s article below: 

10 Human Rights Heroes In Our Favourite Books By Natasha Holcroft-Emmess  

2 March is World Book Day. What better way to celebrate reading than with some of lit-
erature’s human rights heroes & their books which cover key human rights themes. We 
asked for your suggestions on Twitter and you didn’t disappoint… 

For young readers 
1. Horton, in Horton Hears A Who, by Dr Seuss 
Horton the Elephant hears a speck of dust talking to him and soon re-
alises that the speck is actually a microscopic world, on which live tiny 
creatures called Whos. Other animals cannot hear the Whos and 
threaten to destroy the speck, but Horton stands up to them in order 
to protect the Whos, proclaiming “A person’s a person, no matter how 
small”. Themes in this book include equality, solidarity and empathy.  

2. Mack, in Yertle the Turtle, by Dr Seuss 
Yertle the Turtle is King of the pond, but his kingdom only stretches so 
far as he can see from his lowly stone throne. He orders the turtles to 
stack themselves underneath him, so he can see farther. The turtle at 
the bottom of the pile, Mack, explains that the turtles lower down are 
struggling and pleads that they should have rights too. Mack topples 
the turtle-tower. In the end, “all the turtles are free. As turtles and, 
maybe, all creatures should be.” 

3. Spotty, in Spotty, by Margret Rey 
Spotty is the only spotted bunny in a family of otherwise all-white rab-
bits. He is left out of his Grandfather’s birthday party because of his 
spots, so Spotty sets out on his own to find acceptance. This book 
teaches about equality, difference and inclusion.  

 
4. Mr. Gramsay (the Zookeeper), in And Tango Makes 
Three, by Peter Parnell and Justin Richardson 
Based on a true story from New York’s Central Park Zoo, Roy and Silo 
are two male penguins who make a nest together. Mr. Gramsay, the 
Zookeeper, gifts them an extra egg from another penguin couple. Roy 
and Silo take turns looking after the egg. Eventually it hatches and their 
chick, Tango, completes the family. Themes in this book include ac-
ceptance, equality in matters of love, and the right to family life.  

http://www.rightsinfo.org/
https://rightsinfo.org/author/natasha-holcroft-emmess/
https://twitter.com/rights_info/status/825836096839884800
http://rightsinfo.org/category/equality/
http://rightsinfo.org/your-rights-infographic/right-to-liberty/
http://rightsinfo.org/category/equality/
http://rightsinfo.org/category/equality/
http://rightsinfo.org/short-history-homophobia/
http://rightsinfo.org/your-rights-infographic/family-and-privacy/
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 For older readers... 
5. Hermione Granger, in the Harry Potter series, by J. K. 
Rowling 
Harry Potter may be the famous boy wizard, but Hermione is no sidekick. 
She’s the one with the plan, getting her classmates out of all sorts of 
scrapes. Not only does she campaign for the liberation of ‘house elves’ (non
-human magical creatures that are treated like slaves), but she also pro-
motes the importance of education and teaches girls everywhere to stand 
up for themselves and be proud of who they are. 

6. Katniss Everdeen and Peeta Mellark, in The Hunger 
Games series, by Suzanne Collins 
Katniss and Peeta grow up in a futuristic dystopia with one wealthy Capitol 
and 12 districts that exist in various states of poverty. They struggle to sur-
vive due to food shortages. Peeta and Katniss are chosen to participate in 
the Hunger Games (a televised event which pits young people from each 
district against each other in a fight to the death). They become a symbol of 
rebellion, fighting the oppressive Capitol for a fairer distribution of wealth so        
that no one has to live in poverty. 

7. Anne Frank, author, Diary of a Young Girl 
A real-life hero of human rights literature, Anne Frank was a young Jewish 
girl who lived when the Nazis rose to power in Germany. Fearing persecu-
tion because of their Jewish faith, Anne and her family went into hiding. Dur-
ing this time, Anne kept a diary. The family were eventually found, arrested 
and sent to concentration camps, where most of them – including Anne – 
died. Diary of a Young Girl gives a first-hand account of the experiences of 
Jewish victims of the Holocaust. 

 
8. Malala Yousafzai, author, I am Malala 
Another real-life human rights hero, Malala was shot by the Taliban 
when she stood up for girls’ right to education in her home country of 
Pakistan. She survived and now lives in the UK, campaigning for 
women’s and girls’ rights and the human right to education. 
 

9. Atticus Finch, in To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee 
To Kill a Mockingbird follows young Jean Louise (‘Scout’) Finch, who 
lives with her family in Maycomb, a fictional town in Alabama, in the 
American South-East. The story is set in the 1930s, when racial prejudice 
was especially common. Scout’s dad, Atticus Finch, is a respected law-
yer in their town. He shocks the community when he agrees to defend a 
black man named Tom Robinson who is accused of raping a white wom-
an. 

10. Sir Samuel Vimes, in Night Watch, by Terry Pratchett 
A fictional policeman in Terry Pratchett’s Discworld universe, Samuel 
Vimes is a complex character. He is a cynic and member of the upper 
class, but also an idealist with deeply held beliefs in justice and social 
equality. Vimes catches a brutal murderer called Carcer and is sorely 
tempted to kill Carcer for his crimes. The temptation to kill appears to 
Vimes as a beast, screaming at him to defy his better nature. But Vimes 
concludes (with some difficulty) that Carcer should be given a fair trial be-
fore he is hanged, showing that no one – not even police officers – are 
above the law. 

 

Thanks to everyone who suggested the above to feature in our list of human rights heroes and heroines 

in literature. 

http://rightsinfo.org/your-rights-infographic/no-slavery/
http://rightsinfo.org/international-literacy-day-celebrate-right-education/
http://rightsinfo.org/7-reasons-still-need-fight-womens-human-rights/
http://rightsinfo.org/7-reasons-still-need-fight-womens-human-rights/
http://rightsinfo.org/category/speech-protest/
http://rightsinfo.org/human-rights-essential-tackling-poverty/
http://rightsinfo.org/evil-progresses-cunningly-why-human-rights-matter-on-holocaust-memorial-day/
http://rightsinfo.org/7-reasons-still-need-fight-womens-human-rights/
http://rightsinfo.org/international-literacy-day-celebrate-right-education/
http://rightsinfo.org/human-rights-fight-race-discrimination/
http://rightsinfo.org/your-rights-infographic/fair-trial/
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Following on from the success on ‘The Lion King’ in 2016, Bridgewater recently staged a fantastic inter-

pretation of ‘Blood Brothers’. The cast, having worked tirelessly since September, endured a four night 

run performing to packed audiences each night. But it was worth it! The cast was an absolute credit to 

the Drama department and the school as a whole. Showing commitment and focus throughout, they 

worked effortlessly together to depict the various characters.  

Telling the story of the Johnstone twins, separated at birth due to financial struggles, we see Mickey and 

Edward grow as friends, never knowing they are biological brothers. The cast did a wonderful job of con-

veying the friendship between the two, along with childhood sweetheart Linda. Audiences were struck 

by emotion as the brothers grew apart with age, leading to their tragic deaths at the end of the play. We 

would like to extend our thanks and praise to the cast, all of whom were an absolute joy to work with! 

Mrs Swaffield 
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Forthcoming Drama Events 

In July the Drama department will be staging two performances: 

 The lower school Drama club ‘Rising Stars’ will be staging a charity performance evening in conjunction 

with the River Reeves Foundation. 

 Year 10 Drama club will be staging scripted performances, led by Year 12 students. 

Details to follow next term! 

 

NEWS! 

Year 10 

The Year 10 BTEC’s performed an amazing production of “Oliver” in January with a solid cast. There were 

some great solos from Emily Smith (Oliver), Emma Johnson (Nancy), Laura Fogg (Bill Sykes), Katie Morrow 

(Fagin) and of course Dan Pimlott (the Artful Dodger). Well done to everyone in the class.  

Students have also taken part in their Individual Showcase exam for which they had to write a letter of appli-

cation and show two audition pieces. To raise money for their next project, they have organised a showcase 

and sold tickets for an audience to come and watch their wonderful solos in March.   

The new project is the Shakespeare’s Schools Festival which will take place in November 2017. Students 

will be performing in the Contact Theatre in Manchester alongside professional actors and directors. This will 

be an amazing experience for all concerned. Thanks to pupils for their showcase and cake sales and also 

parents  for their donations.  It will certainly be worth it when they see their children on stage performing 

“Hamlet”. 

Year 11 

The Year 11 class are near the end of the road now and already I know how much I am going to miss them! 

They have a show in April (26th/27th) called “All The World’s a Fairy Tale” This wonderful showcase of talent-

ed acting, dancing and singing will be a real treat to behold. Year 11 BTEC pupils will be soon heading off in 

various directions for what I am sure will be successful career paths. Goodbye and good luck! 

Year 12 

Year 12 students are a solid partnership – Macy Fannon and Fin Bailie. Despite being a ‘small’ class, they 

works so well together. They are currently running Upper School Drama Club and each of them is currently 

working with a group of Year 10 GCSE Drama students. Macy’s group will be performing ‘Red Riding Hood’ 

and Fin’s group will be performing ‘Hansel and Gretel’. Be warned – there will be a twist! Macy and Fin are 

using the techniques of Antonin Artaud to direct these plays. This is called Theatre of Cruelty and the perfor-

mances will be scary! Macy and Fin will be assessed on this for their BTEC unit Theatre Directing. It will also 

be a great learning curve for the Year 10 pupil, for whose involvement and efforts we are immensely grateful. 

Macy and Fin will also be performing their Physical Theatre piece in the July showcase, influenced by Frantic 

Assembly and DV8. This will be an exciting, mature, abstract and varied event, I am proud of all of the BTEC 

students for their hard work and professionalism. 

Miss Plimmer 
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SPORTS NEWS 

Lucy Roberts – England U16 Women’s Football Team 
 
Congratulations to Lucy Roberts, Year 11, has been selected to play for the England Women’s 
U16s Football team. Lucy has been with Liverpool academy since Year 7. She is due to tour 
Italy with her team at the end of April. Good luck Lucy! We look forward to hearing great things! 

 
 
 
  
 

 

We love to report individual  pupils’ achievements in 

‘The Bridge’ but are reliant upon you informing us about 

what your child is achieving  outside of school. Please 

keep us informed by emailing news to 

b.mccahey@bridgewaterhigh.com and we will do our 

best to include it in ‘The Bridge’.  

mailto:b.mccahey@bridgewaterhigh.com
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimg.clipartfest.com%2Ffe19c44ba8de97019172d1c2f101f036_cartoon-soccer-football-girl-girls-football-clipart_276-622.jpeg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fclipartfest.com%2Fcategories%2Fview%2Ff49428b0f78d9136ac9
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Year 10 NatWest Vase Rugby Success 
 

What a fantastic season the year 10 Rugby team have had this year, with a sterling run in the Vase com-

petition! With a very difficult game in the third round against Bishop Heber, Bridgewater dominated each 

game until the semi-finals. Travelling down on the Friday afternoon, the squad members were in high 

spirits but after a team talk, it was off to bed for the big day.  

 

The Allianz stadium was an amazing venue for the game and provided  the perfect setting for this big 

occasion. Bridgewater was on first against Thomas Hardye School. Bridgewater started 100 mph and 

very quickly dominated play. We were rewarded with a pushover try in the corner. The opposition replied 

quickly with a try and the game was all square at 5-5. Bridgewater was then camped on the opposition 

line, waiting for a chink in their armour to appear, but this didn’t happen! The whistle blew for half time 

and the game was all square. Thomas Hardye started the second half very quickly and was rewarded 

with a try.  Unfortunately, this was the end of their winning streak and we were knocked out of the semi-

finals. 

 

However, I'd like to take this opportunity to thank the lads for a fantastic season with their levels of pro-

fessionalism and commitment. I'd like to thank all the parents for their support up and down the country, 

as well as the sponsors for their very kind donations towards the school kit. I look forward to next sea-

son. 

 

Mr MacKay 
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Badminton 
 
Bridgewater U14 and U16 boys and girls badminton teams competed superbly in the local round of the Badminton 
National Schools Cup.  The teams then progressed through to the County Round at the University of Chester.  The 
player performed very well in both singles and doubles play in some very tight competitive games.   Well done to 
all teams 
 

Under 14 Girls 

Hannah Hughes 

Pescara Devonald 

Jenny Molyneux 

Naimeh Sabrah 

 

 

U16 Girls team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Under 14 Boys 

Fintan McHendry 

Josh Haselden 

Robin Geary 

Callum Morrison 
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U16 Boys team, 

 

Rugby League 
For the first time in Bridgewater history, we have entered and participated in the Warrington School’s Rugby 

League Programme.  All year groups from Year 7-10 have competed in the competition with great success and 

we have proved that we are more than capable of competing at both codes of Rugby. A particular mention goes 

to the Year 10 team who won their group convincingly with two excellent wins over Culcheth and Birchwood. 

They will now head to finals night on May 24th 2017 at Victoria Park where they will face Great Sankey.  The 

Year 8 and 9 teams narrowly missed out on making finals night, having both finished second in their groups.  

The Year 7 team also competed well and despite not winning a game, they improved with each game they 

played and will be raring to go in next year’s competition. Congratulations to the following players on their in-

volvement with the Warrington Wolves Scholarship teams: 

 

Brechan Stephenson 

Oliver Livett 

Cole Oakley 

Jack Foulkes 
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Year 8 Football 

The Year 8 football team continued their season  unbeaten for a stretch of eight games. After a promis-

ing start to the season, the team progressed through the league games and also through to the semi-

final, beating teams such as All Hallows in Macclesfield and also Culcheth in Warrington.  Unfortunately,  

the unbeaten run came to a halt in the semi-finals of the Cheshire Cup when the team was faced with 

the strong opposing side of Sandbach High School.  Bridgewater proffered a strong first half with power-

ful defence and attack in the middle. Unfortunately, during  the second half, Sandbach started to use 

their physical dominance. They capitalized on opportunities, scoring goals in quick succession until the 

game finished with Bridgewater’s winning stretch coming to an end. However, the students did not rest 

and came back into the league fixtures with heads held high. They went on to beat Lymm High School 

by a convincing amount and have since continued their dominance in the League fixtures with a promis-

ing climax to the season on hand.  

Bridgewater Netball 2016-2017 
This year has been Bridgewater’s most memorable season for our netballers!  Our school teams have 

seen success at both mid Cheshire level, county, regional and national competitions.  Several individual 

players have also found success representing Cheshire and the North West.  All netballers have worked 

hard at training throughout the season, showing great commitment and determination to succeed! This 

year has seen the start of using outside providers to support our netball coaching in school which has 

provided the consistency of high level training and as well as allowing an increased number of girls to 

take part.   Massive congratulations are due to all netballers this very successful season. 

  

Mid Cheshire Tournament Results 
Year 7 A – 3rd 

Year 7 B –  2nd 

Year 8 A – 2nd 

Year 8 B – 1st 

Year 9 A – 2nd 

Year 9 B – 5th (in the A team Tearn) 

 

County Cheshire Tournaments  
Year 7 – 7th  

Year 8 – 7th 

Year 9 – 4th 

Year 10 – winners 

 

English Schools Tournaments 
U14 – 5th 

U16 – runners up and through to regional round. 
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Regional Tournament 
 

This was one of the highlight tournaments for our under 16 netball stars!  We travelled to Wirral Grammar 

on a wet Saturday morning to represent Cheshire, in the hope of winning the regional round which would 

take us to the National Finals. This is something that our school had never previously achieved. We 

played nine matches throughout the day, winning all but one of the group games.  We reached the semi-

final against Christleton, who had previously beaten us in the county round. The girls knew that we had to 

win this game to get through to the finals. We were losing 5-1 in the first half and then our girls showed 

the most amazing strength, determination and fight to succeed; they managed to turn the game around 

and beat Christleton by 2 goals! It was an emotional scene as we then knew we were off to Hertfordshire 

for the finals in March. We kept concentration as we faced Oldham Hulme Grammar in the final but lost 

this game by only four goals. We finished runners up and made it into the finals representing the North 

West of England in the English Schools Netball Tournament. Well done to all involved. 

 

Below U16 Regional Squad runners up.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right : U14 English Schools Squad.  

Basketball 

After the success of the Basketball sessions run by coach Delme Harriman, the sessions continued along-

side fixtures in the National North West Premier Pool  with victories which enabled the team to progress to 

the Final stages of the National Competition.  The team was  given the opportunity of a Friendly game 

against Archbishop Beck Sports College, Aintree, which provided fantastic facilities and the chance for the 

players to participate in a game prior to the National Finals. The National Finals game was against North-

ampton School for Boys and provided a strong opposition for the team to contend with. With some excel-

lent defensive and attacking play from both teams, the game looked to be even at the half way point. Dur-

ing the third quarter, the height dominance of Northampton started to prevail with several unanswered 

points scored and the visiting team beginning to apply the pressure on Bridgewater’s attack. Bridgewater 

was unable to overcome this pressure and gain back the points scored. Unfortunately this meant not pro-

gressing to the next round.  The team will continue throughout this season with various tournaments and 

also further training sessions with Delme Harrison.  
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Left: Year 8b Mid Cheshire Tournament winners.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right : Year 8 County Squad 

 

Below: Year 9 County Squad  

 

National Netball Finals - by Elena Forde (captain) 
 

After getting through both Cheshire and Regional rounds, 
the U16 netball team managed to secure a place, alongside 
the top 18 teams in the country, in the national finals. This 
made Bridgewater history as we were the first netball team 
to get this far in the competition! The finals took place in 
Welwyn Garden City on the 18th of March. The whole team 
travelled down the day before for a meal in Pizza Express, 
followed by a team talk back at the hotel to prepare us for 
Saturday’s finals. 
 
The day consisted of 8 matches in a tough group, resulting 
in 4 wins, 1 draw and 3 close losses. We played really well 
as a team and all had a great day, despite some decisions 
not going our way. Overall, we finished 5th within the group, 
therefore 9th in the country; this is such a massive achieve-

ment considering that 6,000 schools entered the competition. 
 
It was fantastic to have the support of Mr. Long, Mr. Powell, Mrs. Hatton and Mrs. Unsworth and also 
many parents throughout the day. A massive thank you must go to Mrs. McKean, who gave up her time 
to organise all of the kit and the challenging friendlies before the tournament. We are very appreciative of 
this and thankful for all the efforts put into making it happen!  All but 2 girls were a year younger than 
their counterparts this year so hopefully next year will see even more success after such valuable experi-
ence.  Well done girls! 
 
Team List: Amelia Stansfield, Elena Forde (Captain), Ella Grocott, Emily Coleman, Holly Richards, Katie 
Dutton, Megan Coleman (Vice Captain), Molly Parker, Mya Bass, Zara Muskett. 



THE BRIDGE APRIL 2017 EDITION 

The Bridge April 2017page 35 

 

Cheshire County players  

Zara Muskett 
 

Myself, Megan Coleman and Elena Forde attended trials for Cheshire netball last summer, where we 
trialed against other girls to be selected for the next rounds. All three of us were selected to attend a se-
ries of summer camps, where we were assessed on skill based activities. Following this, we were invited 
to the final trial in September where we were selected to represent Cheshire County netball under 16 
academy. 
 
We have been playing since September  and have learnt lots so far and accomplished several achieve-
ments.  We usually train every other Tuesday as well as strength and conditioning sessions every fort-
night. Our training sessions are held at Priestley College from 7-9pm. Our strength and conditioning ses-
sions are for one hour long and are led by the Warrington Wolves assistant fitness coach. 
 
As part of the Cheshire Academy, we have played various tournaments and matches across the north-
west this season. As a team, we have participated in regular tournaments against other counties in the 
Northwest.  We were able to use all of the skills we have learnt in training to compete in the finals. We 
have been very lucky to have played important matches against strong teams before a televised profes-
sional match.  
 
As a county, our biggest achievement and opportunity this season has to be the welcoming of an Aus-
tralian netball team touring the UK. This amazing opportunity involved the Australian under 16 netball 
players being accommodated in our homes, where we got to make friends and gain an insight into Aus-
tralian netball. We played a match against the Australian team and came away with a win. This amazing 
opportunity allowed us to learn from the Australian team whilst having a great time.  
Finally being a part of Cheshire County netball academy is a fantastic opportunity that we all love, yet it 
takes commitment and dedication to succeed.  
 
Zara Muskett 
 

Regional players  

Ella Grocott & Emily Coleman 
I started playing netball in Y4. I am now in Y10.  Over the years, I have trialled for lots of teams associated with 

netball. A couple years back, following a trial for Cheshire County, I was placed in the U14 County Pod. It really 

knocked my confidence because I had been aiming for the County Satellite but the coaches supported me and 

made me believe that I could go further. Following last year’s trials, I moved up into the County Satellite squad, 

touring Scotland and playing against other counties. Towards the end of the year, I was asked to trial for the 

North West training squad along with Emily Coleman from year 10. We succeeded and joined the Monday 

group. After a couple of sessions, we were moved up to the Wednesday group, training once a week (2 hour 

court time followed by one hour fitness) and once a month on a Friday morning (7:00am – 8:00am). The North 

West Regional coaches recommended that all girls trial for the U19s Manchester Thunder team. This consisted 

of 3 separate trials with girls being sent home at the end of each session.  I made it through to the final session 

and was then  told I had made the NPLD (Netball Performance League Development) squad, training once a 

month with the occasional match. All the training is at Wright Robinson School in Gorton, Manchester. I am real-

ly happy with what I have achieved and even though at first I wanted to quit when I got put in the Pod level, I  

continued and am so pleased because I am doing well now.  

 

Ella Grocott  
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The Inaugural PE & Sport Raffle 
At a time when school budgets are being hit incredibly hard, we did not want Bridgewater pupils to miss 

out on opportunities to engage in PE and Sport and the many benefits that these bring. As such, we took a 

proactive approach to raising money for Sport.  Our first fundraising activity was a PE & Sport raffle,  

which - thanks to an enormous amount of generosity - we had a fantastic prize list which included England 

Rugby tickets to a 6 nations match, an overnight stay at a 5* hotel and a month’s pass to David Lloyd.  

There was a phenomenal uptake of parents, carers, family friends and staff purchasing tickets which al-

lowed us to raise over £3500, a fantastic achievement!  The money will be spent on new sports equipment 

as well as subsidising transport costs as we look to build upon the success of this year and push on to be-

come the leading state school across a number of different sports. If anybody knows a company/

organisation that would be happy to provide sponsorship (for school kits, equipment or helping with 

transport) it would be greatly appreciated.  Please contact me on a.roberts@bridgewaterhigh.com.  

 

 

 

PE Twitter Page 
The PE Twitter page continues to grow with over 200 followers now who are kept up to date with the latest sport-

ing news and results for all of our teams.  For those of you who are on twitter, please follow us on 

@BridgewaterPE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oarsome Rowing Project 
The ‘Oarsome’ Rowing Project continues to go from strength to strength and the improvement from the group has 

been absolutely outstanding. We have assembled two crews who are now preparing for the 1st ever Warrington 

Schools Rowing Regatta which will be held in the Summer term.  The impact of the project has been amazing and 

pupils have really embraced the opportunity to engage in what is a fantastic sport. Thanks to those staff who are 

present with the pupils at each session, without whom, this would not be possible 
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A few word from Mr Roberts (Head of PE Faculty) 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to reflect on what has been an excellent period of sporting 

success for Bridgewater High School. We have enjoyed some unbelievable success at a na-

tional and regional level and I am passionate about continuing to push on and become the 

leading state school in terms of sporting provision. At a time when school budgets are being hit 

incredibly hard and many schools are facing the adverse effects of this, we will strive to find 

ways of providing opportunities for all Bridgewater pupils to engage in PE and Sport. Thanks to 

all the staff, parents, coaches and - most importantly - the pupils who have contributed to the 

sporting success of Bridgewater this year. I look forward to writing a few words in the summer 

edition of ‘The Bridge’ to highlight our successes from the Summer term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Cole Oakley 

who has been recently selected 

for England U16’S. Well done 

Cole. This news reached us as 

‘The Bridge’ was going to press. 

We look forward to hearing more 

about this amazing achievement 

in the next edition! 
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Rugby League Results 

 

Girls football 
The Year 7 and Year 8 girl’s football team had an eventful term with regards to fixtures in the Cheshire 

Cup. The girls played their quarter-final fixture against Whitby High and won 17-1 then played their semi-

final fixture against Christleton and won 3-2. This meant they secured a place in the final against Great 

Sankey High School.  

The girl’s fought hard and played extremely well together as a team, the fixture was extremely eventful in 

which the team went 1-0, 1-1, 2-1 down to 2-2 and the final result ending 4-2 to Great Sankey High 

School in what was an excellent game of football. The team have had a fantastic run with fixtures and 

have put the effort into the training sessions ran afterschool by Miss. Price and Mrs. Lamb. Congratula-

tions to the girls for their hard work, determination and commitment. Well done girls! 

 

Football 
Football has continued to go from strength to strength over the winter months with success in both boys’ 

and girls’ competitions.  Years 7-11 boys have continued to compete in the Warrington Schools’ football 

League and having finished top of their groups, the Years 8,10 and 11 teams will play in the final which 

will be held at Grappenhall Sports Football Club after the Easter break (look out for the Summer edition 

of ‘The Bridge’!). We have also enjoyed major success in the Cheshire Cup competitions where the Year 

8 and 11 boys progressed through to the semi-finals. Unfortunately, they were both beaten by strong op-

position.   

 

The U13 girls however went one step further than their male counterparts and made it through to the final 

of the Cheshire Cup with some excellent results along the way (beating Christleton 3-2 in the semi-final 

and Whitby 17-1 in the quarter final). Although they played some excellent football, the girls were unfortu-

nately beaten 4-2 by a strong and much bigger Great Sankey side.  With a bit of luck and wider goalposts 

(we hit the post twice), the result could have been very different but I cannot speak highly enough of the 

quality of our girls’ football side.  Roll on next year’s competition!  

 

Thanks go to all the staff who run the school football teams and to all the parents for their continued sup-

port throughout the season. 
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Boys Football Results 

Girls Football Results 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rugby Union 
With the Year 10s leading the way in the 15 a side game, the lower school age groups turned their atten-

tion to Rugby 7’s and competed in the Cheshire County 7s Competitions. Unfortunately, the Year 7 com-

petition was postponed due to inclement weather but the Year 8 and Year 9 both competed well. After 

playing some excellent rugby in the initial group stages, the Year 9s narrowly missed out on a place in 

the Cup Competition.  They were, however, placed in the Shield Competition 

which they went on to win, beating Birkenhead School 27-5 in the final.  The 

Year 8 team came top of their group, which included Lymm, St Ambrose and 

Calday. They therefore went through to the Cup Competition where we faced 

Wirral, Sandbach and Stockport.  After playing some excellent rugby - includ-

ing a fantastic win 

against Stockport - 

we finished 3rd 

overall in the Coun-

ty, which is an out-

standing result for our boys. 
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We are always pleased to hear 

news of our ex-students and will 

endeavour to include updates in 

‘The Bridge’.  

Please email your news to 

b.mccahey@bridgewaterhigh.com 


