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12th September 2017 

Advance notice 

Proposal: to consult on closing Appleton College in order to work on collaborative transition from 
KS4 to KS5 with Priestley College as part of The Challenge Academy Trust (TCAT) 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

After much discussion and scrutiny, Bridgewater High School wishes to consult on the proposal to close Appleton 
College to new students with effect from September 2018. This will not affect students currently enrolled 
in Appleton College.  

There are essentially two reasons for the proposal: 

1. The significantly low and declining number of students choosing Appleton College as a Post 16 option 
means that the College is no longer financially viable. The only alternative is to reduce the course 
offer for students, which will result in the College becoming educationally unviable. 

2. Being a founder member of The Challenge Academy Trust, Bridgewater High School has the 
opportunity to forge a collaborative transition structure with Priestley College to the benefit our 
students.  

If this proposal goes ahead, it will mean that Bridgewater High School will no longer provide post-16 education 
for current Y11 students onwards. However, Bridgewater High school will work collaboratively with Priestley 
College to provide outstanding transition between KS4-5 for those students wishing to attend Priestley College. 
Students choosing different pathways or institutions will also benefit from high quality transition arrangements. 

The formal consultation process will begin later this month when we will write to you again with more detailed 
information. We are providing advance notice of this proposal so that parents and students, particularly those 
students in Years 10 and Y11, have as much time as possible to consider alternative pathways and institutions for 
Post 16 provision should the proposal go ahead. We anticipate that we will know the outcome shortly after half 
term. As a result, the Appleton College Open Evening will now be deferred from 12th October until the 
consultation is concluded. 

In the meantime, we would like to say that whilst this proposal is tinged with a sense of genuine regret and 
sadness it is nonetheless a proposal that we firmly believe will be in the best interests of Bridgewater students in 
the future.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

Tim Long, Principal       Stephen Whatmore, Chair Of Governros	


