
 

   

Dear parent/carer, 
 
As we approach a busy time in the Y9 calendar, it is important that we take time to familiarise ourselves of the key events 
which are coming up whilst increasing our awareness as to how each event aims to support the progress of your child. You 
should by now have had notification of our forthcoming Y9 Knowledge Tests. Pupils have been given dates for these via 
SMHW but for your information the dates are as follows (each test is 25 mins long and primarily multiple choice): 
 

THURS 21st 
NOVEMBER 

P1 P2 P3 P4 P5 

    Maths/English 

 

FRIDAY 22nd 
NOVEMBER 

P1 P2 P3 P4 P5 

Dance/RS  IT/MFL  Music/Drama 

 

TUESDAY 26th 
NOVEMBER 

P1 P2 P3 P4 P5 

DT/Food Tech  Science/Art  Hist/Geog 

 
Please can we stress that these test are aimed at assessing students’ engagement with their Knowledge Organisers since 
the start of the year and their application of the topics they have been taught during their progress tutorials. They are not to 
be viewed as the equivalent of an end of year test, nor will they influence any set changes whatsoever.Their fundamental 
purpose is: 
 

• To enable the pupils to take advantage of our new Knowledge Organisers. (Pupils have had these since the start of 
this academic year and were given guidance in our new Progress sessions on how to use them so should already be 
familiar with much of the knowledge required.) 

• To reflect a shift towards a more knowledge-rich curriculum both at Bridgewater and nationally. 

• To prepare pupils for the increased knowledge focus at GCSE. 

• To give pupils the chance to experience a more formal exam-setting (in rows of desks in our Sports Hall) so that they 
feel more comfortable in this situation once they take their KS4 exams. 

 
We would ask that you support your son/daughter by looking at their Knowledge Organiser with them and maybe even 
joining in with testing them but also in realising the purpose of the tests as outlined above. The attached guide re. the use of 
Knowledge Organisers should prove helpful here. The pupils themselves will be given further guidance regarding this whole 
process in an assembly on Wednesday 20th November. 
 
Further dates for you to be aware of include: 
25th Nov – 6th Dec: Teachers will be completing interim reports for pupils and so may be undertaking other classroom-based 
assessments alongside the knowledge tests. 
12th Dec: Y9 Options Information Evening (option choices to be submitted in the week commencing 10th Feb). 
18th Dec: Interim reports go home. 
28th Jan (Appleton) & 6th Feb (Stockton): Parents’ evenings. 
23rd Mar – 3rd Dec: Teachers will be completing interim reports for pupils and so may be undertaking classroom-based 
assessments. 
29th April (shortly after the Easter break): Interim reports go home. 
30th June: Y9 students start their induction on upper school. 
 
We wish all Y9 pupils the best of luck in the forthcoming tests and as they continue through what is a crucial year for their 
future. 
 
 
T.M.Eden 
Assistant Headteacher 


