
 

   

 
   Dear Parents/Carers 
 
   I hope that you are keeping well and that you and your families were able to spend time away from  
   home schooling and enjoyed some type of normality over the half term break.  Now that we have a better  
   idea regarding the short-term arrangements for secondary schools, I wanted to update you regarding  
   the transition arrangements for your children to Bridgewater. 
 
   We are all sorry that we can’t provide the real experience of school, where Year 6 pupils meet teachers,  
   learn how to get around the site, meet new friends and have some experience of secondary lessons.  
   However, we are utilising technology and hopefully some creativity to ensure that we provide the pupils with  
   a  ‘virtual transition experience’ that will be every bit as good given the circumstances.  
   This will go live from the 1st July. Pupils will be given a virtual tour of the site, experience some lessons  
   and meet with key staff and some Bridgewater pupils. We will also provide parents and carers with all  
   the important information that we would normally share on our Parents Induction Evening. This will  
   cover important matters relating to uniform, cashless catering, lockers and the use of school-based technology.     
   More information regarding access to this virtual event will be emailed to parents and carers and will appear be             
   on our website nearer the date. We will also ensure that all feeder primary schools are aware of what will be       
   available as part of our virtual induction. 
 
  As you may also be aware, the process of Transition requires the sharing of key information between primary  
  schools and ourselves. I would like to reassure you that we are continuing to do this and we are gathering  
  information on pupils’ ability and any educational or additional needs from all of the feeder primary schools.  
  Under normal circumstances, we would use this information along with SAT scores to set pupils in Maths,  
  English and Languages.  All other subjects in Year 7 are taught in mixed ability groups. However, in light of the  
  fragmented taught year that Year 6 have experienced, we will not make any decisions about setting in Maths  
  and English until we feel we have allowed pupils the time to settle in and only when we ourselves are confident  
  about assessing their abilities. We will then be in a position to set both fairly and accurately.  We will of course  
  keep you updated with any decisions made regarding the assessing and setting of pupils. 
 
  Along with this letter, you will find a transition booklet for your children to complete, information regarding  
  National Identity, a video/photo consent form and a request for information relating to exam concessions.  I  
  would be most grateful if you return these forms in the accompanying, prepaid envelope. 
 
  Finally, we remain committed to ensuring your children become our pupils in as smooth a way as possible for  
  this September. In the meantime, should you have any queries regarding transition or information that you would  
  like to share with us, please email l.hindle@bridgewaterhigh.com and she will direct the query to the appropriate  
  person. Take care and stay safe. 
 
 
  Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
  Mrs Tracey Hatton 
  Headteacher 
  Lower School 


