
THE BRIDGE            SPRING 2022 

The Bridge Spring 2022 page 1 

Special points of 

Interest: 

 Our Day Out pp2-3 

 World Book Day pp3-

4 

 Food Preparation and 

Nutrition Trip pp 6-8 

 Conway Residential 

pp10-11 

 BTEC News : pp14-16 

 Dance Oscars : p17 

 Celebrating Women’s 

History Month p19 

 Inter-School Chess 

p21 

 Rivers of the World 

Art Project p25 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S 
MESSAGE 

SPRING  

2022 

 

Meanwhile, the wellbeing garden and 
corridor extension fill what is currently 
a rarely-used “garden quad.” By 
opening this up, we will not only ease 
congestion around the Upper site, but 
we will also provide students with a 
more relaxed recreational area. 
Interestingly, 30 years ago, pupils in 
Bridgewater’s Environment Club were 
working to make this a more attractive 
space (See page 24). It’s been a long 
while coming but we are confident that 
it will be worth the wait! 

This is a complicated build but we 
have, in Read Construction and E3 
Cube, excellent professionals familiar 
with building in a live environment 
which includes of course noise 
reduction when there are exams! 

Keiron Powell- Bridgewater’s new 
Principal from September 2022 

As you may know, after many happy 
years at Bridgewater, I have decided to 
hand the reins over to someone new. 
The Trust and Governors drew 
applicants from a national field and 
after a rigorous interview process, 
decided unanimously to appoint Mr 
Powell. I wish him all the best and 
know he will do a brilliant job.  

It just remains now to wish you all a 
happy and relaxing Spring break.  

BUILDING BACK BETTER 

The Expansion Project Upper 

The Expansion of the Upper school 
continues at pace and remains on 
course to be completed by this 
September when we plan to welcome 
Year 9. 

In essence, there are three dimensions 
to the new build and they are: 

The north extension 
The south extension  
The wellbeing garden and corridor 

extension. 

The north extension is a two-storey 
building. It is where the new entrance 
to the school will be. The ground floor 
will house a Drama studio, a music 
classroom and a Food Technology room. 
The Upper floor will contain new science 
laboratories and is where we will be 
relocating the staff room. 

 

 

The south extension is a first-floor build 
and will contain five new classrooms 
shared by the Humanities and 
Languages department. 
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Our Day Out 

 

After a two year delay, the school production finally returned! Hooray! 

 

The school production of Willy Russell’s classic, ‘Our Day Out’ took place prior to the  

February half term. The cast members were incredible! After the audition process in September, the  

students attended weekly rehearsals to develop the scenes and learn their lines. With Covid still lingering, we 
made the decision to double-cast the show so, not matter what, the show could still go on!  

 

We can honestly say, the whole process was a pleasure! The students were hard-working and united throughout. 
After full-day Saturday and Monday rehearsals, followed by three action-packed evening performances, the cast 
never wavered but continued to smile. We are so very proud of their achievements! 

 

On the final evening, we presented Leon with the ‘Candice Roberts Performing Arts Award’. In memory of a for-
mer student who sadly lost her life to illness. We present this award annually to recognise outstanding commit-
ment and achievements within the Performing Arts. Well done Leon! 

 

Thank you to those that supported us—see you next year! 

 

 Our incredible cast! 



THE BRIDGE            SPRING 2022 

The Bridge Spring 2022 page 3 

 

Leon, Year 10, receiving the Candice Roberts performing Arts Award  
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Our incredible cast! 

WORLD BOOK 
DAY  

2022 

This year saw the 25th anniversary of World Book Day.  World Book 
Day was created by UNESCO in 1995 as a worldwide celebration of 
books, reading, authors and illustrators, and is marked in over 100 

countries around the world.  

As part of the celebrations, Lower School Library hosted a Murder Mys-
tery competition with crime scene, where pupils had to use their 
sleuthing skills to work out who had killed Harry Potter in the Library, 
from the line-up of famous book villains! Various clues eventually led to 
the White Witch from the Narnia books by C.S. Lewis.  Winners of the 
competition were Sian/Emma Y7, Mitchell Y8 and Lois Y9, who all won 

a £10 Amazon gift card! 

We also ran a Guess the Book competition, where pupils had to guess 
the books inside the packages from the clues, and a Bridgewater Reads 
board with pupil book recommendations. The canteen staff produced 

some delicious book-themed cakes to help mark the occasion too! 

Following on from World Book Day, we hosted the Scholastic Book Fair, 
where pupils could browse hundreds of titles from Scholastic and buy 
pocket-money priced stationery and bags. We raised £177 from the Fair 
to buy new books for the library! Thank you to everyone who took part 

In World Book Day and who visited the Fair! 
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FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION DAY OUT 
 

We had an interesting, informative and fun day at Lu Ban restaurant in Liverpool organised by 

Mrs Callaway. The Food Preparation and Nutrition students took 

part in four workshops throughout the day.  

We started the day well with a breakfast 

of bacon or sausage barms and straight 

into the first workshop which was Menu 

Planning (picture right). Mike took us 

through the way that restaurants decide 

on, and plan, choices for the menu.  

 

The second workshop was an ingredient 

guessing and tasting session led by 

Head Chef, Dave Critchley, of the Great 

British Menu 2022 fame!  The students 

had a chance to try some very different 

things...chilli paste, dried meal worms and vegan chocolate to name 

but a few. There was also a nutritionist on hand to give us some interesting facts and knowledge 

about the nutritional and vitamin content of each item.  

 

We stopped for lunch which was 

traditional Chinese cuisine of Dim 

Sum, Spring Rolls, Pork Sui Mai and 

Pork Bao Buns which were all freshly 

prepared, and really delicious too.  
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Our next workshop was in 

the kitchen.  The students 

gathered round as the 

chef showed his skills 

preparing a stir-fry which 

the students eagerly tried 

when it was completed. 

He explained all the 

different things that could 

be used in a stir-fry, 

including some Spinach 

noodles.  

 

The final workshop was 

about the different ways 

restaurants present, and 

charge for food, from McDonald's through to fine dining. It 

certainly gave the students something to think about.  

 

Well done to everyone who took part in this memorable day 

out, to Mrs Callaway for her organisation and planning of the 

day and thanks also to Mrs Hendey and Mr Blundell for their 

help and support.  

 

The day ended with 

group photographs 

and much food for 

thought!  

Mrs P McEwan 

(Support Staff) 

More pictures overleaf! 
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More pictures from our Food 

Preparation and Nutrition day out! 
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Excellence in Pupil Development Award 
 

On Monday 14th March, we were successful in achieving the ‘Excellence in Pupil Development Award’ which 
ended 15 months of specific focus and development around all the work we do linked to Personal 
Development.   

The EPDA offered a structured framework to evaluate and enrich our pastoral curriculum. With a focus on 
involving local and national organisations, the award has helped to support and develop positive personal 
attributes and attitudes throughout the school community. It has supported us in continuing to develop a 
whole-school culture in which pupils’ personal skills can grow and flourish.  

 

The external assessor spent time with staff from all levels, pupils, parents and local organisations. The assessor 
was blown away by the sheer volume of work that goes into Personal Development across the school from all 
staff and was very complimentary of our students who spoke about how proud they are to be at our school. 

 

Our assessor was overwhelmed by our very obvious commitment to Personal Development which she could 
see was a hugely integral part of school life. There were huge areas of strength that were recognised, and our 
assessor could see our ongoing journey. 

Undertaking this Award has given us the recognition we deserve for the work we do around Personal 

Development and will ensure that promoting positive pupil personal development sits at the heart of our 

school, both now and in the future. Well done to everyone involved, especially our wonderful pupils. 
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Conway review 2022 

Year 7 students share their highlights and memories 

Halle 

Conway was a nervous but extremely exciting experience. On the first day, everyone was excited 
and ready to get there as quickly as possible. Everyone got on the coach and they all started to 
play and sing all the way to the Xplore Science Discovery Centre in  Wales. In Xplore, we looked 
around and played with all the science gizmos 

 
Then we left for the long drive to Conway. When we arrived, we were welcomed by 
the Conway staff, and then we went inside and sat together in the hall. We went to put our stuff 
away in our rooms and got changed ready for tea and the talent show. For tea, I had the best 
cottage pie I’ve ever had. Straight after we played some bingo and the winners won aero choco-
late bars everyone wanted to win. Then the talent show happened. There was a lot of talent. 
There was Richie who was Bridgewater’s own rocket man. We had Meatloaf from James and then 
we had Bridgewater’s own music author, Daniel.  

 
Then the next morning, we did some tasks with school like orienteering and problem solving and 
the night crawl. Then we had a big party that night. We sang happy birthday to the birthday girls. 

 
The next day,  we all enjoyed some breakfast. Some of us went to do our Conway activities. I 
chose bush craft. It was so fun with the hot chocolate and the open fire with roasting marshmal-
lows. Later that day, we all had to pack up and go home 

 
We all wished that we could stay longer. We all got onto our coaches and said our last goodbyes, 
then we all departed and went home. 

 
Bella  

I really enjoyed Conway and all the activities were great. The nightline was one of my favourites. 
You had to face obstacles like going into tunnels and tyres and you couldn’t see what you were 
doing which made it quite hard, but it was great fun. Orienteering was really good because you 
got to explore the Conway centre. 
  
I will always remember the talent show in Conway as it was great to see people on stage show-
ing off their talent. The disco was also one of the best activities at Conway. Conway was a great 
experience and I would definitely recommend it.  

 
Lauren  
 
How amazing not to have to keep track of time. And why would you want to? From 

start to finish we enjoyed amazing food, comfy beds, great activities and beautiful 
views. Conway to me was unforgettable in so many ways. It is hard to choose a couple. 
With the activities, my favourite must have been, seeing up close a cute seal in the sea 

while we were canoeing. The orienteering with my friends in the outdoors and the night 
time activities were enjoyable and fun. I think I left a little bit of my heart in Conway! 
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Max 

 
At Conway, I really enjoyed the time I spent with friends in free time and bed time, especially after 
the shop there. I enjoyed the activities for problem solving such as the Farmer chicken corn and 
fox puzzle and the tyre trick. There was loads of stuff to do, especially after the shop. There was a 
huge area for playtime and there was a great relaxation time. However, the nightline was espe-
cially good because feeling around in the dark was amazing. 
 
Ellie  
 
I had a good time at Conway because I got to be in a room with all my friends and we all enjoyed 
sleeping together. The thing I enjoyed most was the disco because I got up and danced with my 
friends. The music was really loud but I had fun. 
 
Tia  
 
What I enjoyed at Conway! 
 
I enjoyed the disco and the talent show (It was really fun to watch!) The best bit was when I saw 
the teachers dancing. It looked like they were having a great time as well. We all had to choose an 
activity so I chose Bush craft because I love to go outdoors and also my friend Bella was doing it 
too, so I did it with her.  We did really fun stuff like make our own fires and roast marshmallows. 
We went to the shop to get snacks and souvenirs but all I wanted was to get something for my 
little brother and my foster mum. I bough my little brother a rubber phone and a bendy guy, and 
I got my foster mum an angel. I got myself a photo frame for the picture that my friend took in 
our dorms, so I put that inside as well! I give the Conway trip... five stars! 
 
Alex  
 
My best Conway experience I believe would be when I joined in with the canoeing session led by 
the Conway crew. It was enjoyable as we rowed across the waters. I picked canoeing because it 
best fitted my expectations for my favourite activity. I think others would agree that canoeing was 
great! 
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SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT! 

See how the work is progressing on Upper School Site.  These exciting photographs 

show the progress of the  building work. 

We look forward to its completion! Watch this space! 

Photographs by Ms E  Shaw 
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BTEC Performing Arts News 
It has been  a busy year so far for our BTEC Performing Arts (Acting and Musical Theatre pathway, Year 10 
students began their respective class performances as part of Component 2. To give the students an en-
riching, theatre experience, all performances are booked to be held in the Priestley College drama studio. 
The performance day will be spent with selected Production Arts students who will build the set and pro-
gramme the lighting and sound. Exciting times ahead! 

 

10B Acting have worked collaboratively to bring Malorie Blackman’s ‘Noughts and Crosses’ to life. This 
play adaptation of the original novel shows life under the rule of ‘crosses’. Amidst the discrimination 
against the ‘noughts’ a love story develops between Callum (nought) and Sephy (cross). The story unfolds 
resulting in death and heartbreak. The class are due to perform on the 20th April and are working hard in 
their final stages to prepare the scenes. Good luck!  

 

10C Acting undertook the challenge of the tragic tale of Breck Bednar through Mark Wheeler’s ’Game 
Over’. A verbatim play, based on truth, ‘Game Over’ follows the untimely death of Breck at he hands of 
online predator, Lewis Daynes. Written with the full support of the Bednar family, the play not only aims 
to tell Breck’s story but also raise awareness of online safety. Their motto ‘Play Virtual, Live Real’ is at the 
forefront of ‘Breck Foundation’, set up by his mother after his murder. In order to help, the class held a 
raffle for audience members during their final performance on the 23rd March and raised £57.60. Well 
done! All proceeds will be donated to the foundation. As an added bonus, we contacted Lorin (Breck’s 
mother) and she sent her thanks to the class for telling Breck’s story and was very grateful for our dona-
tion. This was an incredibly humbling, heart warming moment for us.  
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The Musical Theatre class will perform at Priestley College on the 22nd April…... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATWAS—All the World’s a Stage…. 

 

Meanwhile in Year 11, students are in the final stages of completing the course. Having boxed off two 
components in Year 10, this year students have been focused on the third and final unit of the course. 
Given the theme ‘Better Together’ from the exam board, students had to work collaboratively to devise a 
piece of drama or musical theatre that conveyed the given theme to the audience. This unit allows stu-
dents to be creative and build their own thoughts around the theme. In addition, students compiled notes 
to use within their written log sessions, where they had to explain what, why and how they had practically 
created scenes. Students worked hard throughout and we are very proud of them!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A big WELL DONE to all of our BTEC Acting and Musical Theatre students for you on-going 
hard work and commitment! 
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BTEC and Year 9 Production 

4pm, Thursday 28th April, Upper School Hall 

 

All the World’s a Stage is a Year 11 BTEC Musical Theatre celebration will take place on 
Thursday 28th April at 4pm in the upper school hall. The show is approximately 1 hour 
long.  

Year 11 pupils will celebrate their time with us and perform work from their course as well 
as saying goodbye. 

We are also including Year 10 Musical Theatre students in the show to perform 
Component 2 work and Year 8/ 9 pupils who have been rehearsing Macbeth as part of the 
Shakespeare Schools Festival (most of which are pupils taking BTEC Musical Theatre/ 
Acting next year). 

 

The pupils will all watch each other perform which will be a supportive and encouraging 
experience to say “WELL DONE TO ALL”! 

 

Melanie Plimmer 

Head of EPA Faculty 
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The Bridgewater Dance Oscars 
takes place at the Brindley The-
atre on Tuesday 26th April. This 
is our first show since Covid 
paused all performances, so we 
are very excited to celebrate our 
students’ work from both curric-
ulum time and extracurricular 

sessions.  

Students from Years 7-11 are 
involved as performers, stage-
hands and prop and set design-
ers. They have been working in-
credibly hard over the last few 
months to stage our own ver-
sion of Matilda as well as per-
forming exam work and extra-
curricular work from our Key 
stage 3 students. We hope that 

you can join us!  

 

 

Tickets are available from the Brindley The-
atre Box office. Please refer to the poster 

above for details. 
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CAREERS IN ACTION 
Lots of events have taken place this term for Careers! 

“Friday Working Lunches “ in the I-MAX Suite : 

 “Apprenticeship Workshops” during National Apprenticeship Week  followed by  “T-Levels Talks ”. 

 

 

 

 

Questions and Answers Sessions 

There have been opportunities to ask questions about jobs from lots of different industries including Police, Civil 
Service, Eddie Stobart’s and Occupational Therapies, with more to come!! 

Acivity Workshops  

A local college visited and lots of fun was had with students trying lots of activities whilst talking to the tutors 
about courses such as Games Design , Art and Design , Hair and Beauty, Graphics , Travel and Tourism , Flight Crew, 
Sports and much more.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Response 

“I’d just like to say how much I enjoyed the events and how useful I found it. I’ve spoken to a lot of my friends  and 
I really do think it would be brilliant if we could have more events!” 
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The History and RS department celebrate Women’s History Month! 

The United Kingdom marks Women’s History Month in March each year, celebrating the contributions 
of women to history, culture and society.  

Therefore, Bridgewater History and RS department have been celebrating the achievements of some 
of the most inspirational women, past and present.  

Each member of the department nominated a woman whom they believe deserves special recogni-
tion for their achievements. These nominations were made into a starter activity and delivered in les-
sons throughout the final weeks of term.  

Students were challenged to match pictures to definitions and then to the teacher who nominated 
them!  

Can you match the picture to the definition? 
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Remembering Freddie 

 

We recently had the pleasure of handing over money that we raised in memory of 

Freddie Williams,  to Mark from the Owen McVeigh Foundation. This is a charity 

which helps support terminally ill children. They offered a lot of support to Fred-

die Williams and his family several years ago.  Freddie was a Bridgewater pupil who 

very sadly died in August 2019, from a type of bone cancer called Ewing’s Sar-

coma. 

The total raised was £1616.  

We extend a huge thank you to all pupils who bought raffle tickets and also to 

Year 10 and Year 11 students who took part in the penalty shoot-out.  

Special thanks go to Luke, Ollie, Lewis, Matthew,  

former pupil Sam Gill, Mrs Gill and Mrs Dunbabin.  
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INTER-SCHOOL CHESS 
The Bridgewater Chess club team was involved with a TCAT and interschool chess com-

petition at Sir Thomas Boteler School this month.  We took four of our outstanding chess 

players to compete against the might of the region’s chess playing schools. Our Chess 

team included Eimear, Luke, Nathaniel and Lewis.  We were set against, Sir Thomas Bo-

teler,  Kings Macclesfield, Bolton School, Bridgewater High School and Penketh High 

School. Our four protagonists from years 7 and 9 had to take on year 12 and 13 pupils 

from Kings Macclesfield and The Bolton School.   

 

We held our heads up high as what seemed like such uneven matches became great 

levellers.  Our pupils battled to achieve second place out of  the TCAT schools, with Bo-

teler A team being first, then Bridgewater followed by Penketh and Boteler B team.  Bol-

ton school won the tournament as a whole.  We had a great afternoon and this was 

endorsed by Nathaniel saying it was "the best day ever".   

 

Here are some of the photographs showing the intense concentration as our team 

pushed forward. 

 
Mr S Langton 
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STEM news: Bridgewater pupils prepare for judgement day 
 

As I write this article, three teams of Bridgewater pupils finish the last of their preparation and await the 
final stage of their project journeys.  

 

One team of KS3 pupils is participating in the Unilever Bright futures award, and has been tasked with 
designing a safe, affordable, user-friendly cleaning product with minimal, and recyclable packaging, 
which they have been working on throughout the year.  

 

As well as some excellent design and marketing, the group has sourced the raw ingredients for their 
product and created it (it works!), along with plans for its production to be scaled up on and industrial 
scale. They look forward to presenting their work to a daunting panel of judges, who will be judging 
between them and other schools throughout the northwest. Our team knows that they must present 
something that will truly stand out but feels confident in doing so.  

We then have two groups of pupils participating in the TCAT challenge. This challenge, hosted by 
United Utilities, began at the start of the year, and is a competition between all the schools in the multi 
academy trust. Over the last few months, the pupils have researched and designed products and 
concepts, including but not limited to environmentally-friendly building, advertising, effective 
presentation, and novel innovations to save, clean, and monitor water.  

 

To bring the project to life and give such an opportunity the gravitas it deserves, the groups have been 
helped by specialists throughout their journey, including Mr Friday, who is a young and enthusiastic 
engineer from United Utilities itself and excellent role model for our pupils. Mr Friday has helped our 
pupils raise their level of innovation by challenging, testing, and informing them at their weekly 
meetings.  

 

We have also been blessed with assistance from the design technology staff who kindly agreed to help 
the pupils bring their written designs to life. Both groups had made some outstanding scale plans for 
eco-friendly buildings, and Mrs Garry provided the materials and guidance to the pupils necessary to 
make scale models, which I am sure will impress the judges. Two year 8 pupils, Charlotte and Sophie, 
also designed and made a separate innovation to collect and filter water for their group’s building, with 
the appearance of a giant flower which they also look forward to demonstrating to the judges as a 
working model.  
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The other group still has not revealed to anyone their water saving/monitoring innovation, with each 
group member being sworn to secrecy, until ‘judgement day.’  

 

As STEM coordinator it is a great pleasure to see such innovation, teamwork, and collaboration from our 
learners. They have excelled themselves once again and it is an honour to help them on their journey 
which may well lead to them being amongst the next generation of innovators in the future.  
 
Mr Shaikh 
 
STEM Coordinator 
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30 years ago…  This is what Y9 student Catherine Hopkinson wrote about the 
Environment Club in The Bridge, thirty years ago. Interestingly, the quad, which 
Catherine mentions as undergoing redesign in 1992 as “an attractive place where 
pupils can go” will shortly be redeveloped as a wellbeing garden, as mentioned in 
Mr. Long's front page article. (P.S. We’d love to know what Catherine is doing now!)
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Rivers of the World 2021 

This beautiful piece of art was created by artist 
Kirsty Hall using work by pupils across years 7, 8 and 
9.  It follows on from the first year that Bridgewater 
High school worked in partnership with Abuna Gor-
gorios school in Addis Aba, Ethiopia. 

 

Modern technology proved invaluable. The pupils 
created their own individual art pieces at home dur-
ing the spring lockdown, and all the communication 
went from the artist, via Mrs Silver to the pupils, to 
Mrs Silver and then back to the artist. 

 

The theme for this piece was “River of Life.” The 
theme was looking at the flora and fauna of the Blue 
Nile in Ethiopia. The students used collage to create 
their work and also took inspiration from the de-
tailed paintings of various Ethiopian artists. 

 

The artwork was one of many that on show on the 
banks of the river Thames, London. Sadly, due to 
the pandemic we were unable to exhibit the work 
locally and we have only recently been able to cele-
brate its return to school. 

 

It will now take pride of place in the main school hall 
at lower school. 

 

The art department would like to thank and con-

gratulate everyone that created work that contrib-

uted to this amazing final outcome. 
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OXPLORE 

This term saw a welcome return to live and on-site student ambassadors from Oxford 
university visiting on Monday 28th March and Thursday 31st March for pupils in Years 7, 8 
and 9. The pandemic meant that the recent events had all been via Zoom, so real people 
bringing the event to life has been a real boon. 

 

The Monday event, with pupils from year 7 and 8 mixing together, was designed to look at the 
question: "what is a language?" and encouraged pupils to think beyond the terms of the 
languages they learn in school. Instead, they were introduced to a taster of learning some 
British sign language (but learning too that there are many sign languages around the world, 
and even accents and dialects!) They then switched to consider forms of recording a language 
and started to write some simple messages in Braille. 

 

On Thursday, year 9 were involved. This year group looked at constructed languages such as 
Esperanto, but also Elvish and Klingon. This allowed them to consider the different forms of 
grammar before going on to start creating their own constructed language. 

 

We owe a great deal of thanks to the Oxford University outreach team for coming back to 
Warrington and opening eyes to a much wider field of languages and we look forward to the 
summer term events! 

Mr R Glew 

MORE OXPLORE NEWS 

Pupils from across Year 7, 8 and 9 have been 
participating in sessions to answer the question 

‘Can we live on other planets?’. This is the 
fourth year of the STEM programme, with ses-

sions run in partnership with Oxplore, part of 
Oxford University. The aim of these days is to 
improve the academic aspirations of our pupils, 

and encourage more students to not only think 
about going to University, but also to consider 

Oxford as a realistic option. While the sessions 
were run via ZOOM, this term pupils had a 
chance to work with staff and researchers from 

the University who came into the sessions. 
 
Year 7 and 8 focused their attention on growing 

plants and using them as a resource. Using a 
Jaffa cake as a model, pupils learnt about the 

structure of a leaf. They also conducted an ex-
periment to find out what would happen if a leaf 
was placed with water, making predictions 

about what would happen and then observing 



THE BRIDGE            SPRING 2022 

The Bridge Spring 2022 page 27 

the result. The session ended with pupils designing a plant which could survive on an-

other planet. Our pupils came up with some fantastic designs which they presented to 
the rest of the class. 

 
Year 9 focused their attention on communication 
in space. During the session, pupils learnt about 

the importance of facial expression and body lan-
guage to portray emotions. This then led to the 
idea that communication through traditional 

means would be more difficult in space- whether 
it be between two people in space suits or people 

on different planets. Pupils were given the task to 
come up with hypotheses to investigate, linked to 
space travel. We had some fantastic ideas such 

as the effect of space travel on the nervous sys-
tem and how our energy requirement would 

change in space compared to being on Earth. Our 
students considered all aspects around the re-
search they would do, including the equipment 

they would need and how they would carry out 
the investigation, which they then had to present to the Oxford researcher to ask for 
the funding of their project. All students were rewarded for their hard work, being paid 

in chocolate coins! 
 

Our students were a credit to the school, working collaboratively with other students 
and coming up with some creative ideas. They asked some fantastic questions, some 
of which challenged the researchers themselves. I would like to thank the researchers 

from Oxford for their time and the effort they put into the sessions. They were both in-
teresting and enjoyable and I look forward to another session in the summer term 
on the nervous system and how our energy requirement would change in space com-

pared to being on Earth. Our students considered all aspects around the research 
they would do, including the equipment they would need and how they would carry 

out the investigation, which they then had to present to the Oxford researcher to ask 
for the funding of their project. All students were rewarded for their hard work, being 

paid in chocolate coins. 

 

 



THE BRIDGE             SPRING 2022 

The Bridge Spring 2022 page 28 

 

Train as a Secondary teacher with 

TCAT schools in Warrington 

Complete all your training 
in TCAT schools within 5 

miles of Warrington 

Achieve QTS 
and PGCE  

Learn from expe-
rienced current 

practitioners 

 

Support for your 

subject knowledge 
from senior 

specialists 

Gain Primary and KS5 experience 

Begin your teaching career with us at Bridgewater High 

School and inspire young people for the rest of their lives 

Email j.hodgson@bridgewaterhigh.com for more details 

mailto:j.hodgson@bridgewaterhigh.com


THE BRIDGE            SPRING 2022 

The Bridge Spring 2022 page 29 

RUGBY LEAGUE NEWS 
 

The success of the rugby league teams at 
Bridgewater this term has been immense. In 
January, the boys finished off their group 
matches in the NW Champions Schools pools. 
Y7 recorded a strong victory against St Marys 
to progress to the Quarter finals. They then 
beat Wade Deacon and St Peter’s to progress 
to the North West Final of the competition.  

 

The year 8 team had already qualified for the 
quarter finals where they faced Sir John Fisher. 
Following a successful performance here, they 
were drawn against a strong Standish team 
and unfortunately the boys missed out, losing 
24-6. The year 9 team faced Moorside and 
Walkden in their remaining pool fixtures, 
recording two strong wins. From here they 
faced Culcheth in the quarter finals unfortunately losing.   

 

The year 11 team faced Cowley in their quarter final at Victoria Park, Warrington and put on an 
excellent display winning 26-14. The boys were unfortunately beaten by St Cuthbert’s in the 
next round.  

 

Due to their success, Year 7 and 8 have progressed to the National segment of the competition. 
The year 7’s played Bridgshaw in round 1, winning 42-6. They now have a fixture against 
Workington Academy on the 21st April. The year 8 team was drawn against Rhydywaun, South 
Wales. After a gruelling 4-hour trip down, the boys put on a fantastic display winning 36-10. 
The year 8’s face Castleford Academy, at home, on the 26th April.  
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ROWING NEWS 
 

Bridgewater was strongly represented at Warrington Indoor Rowing Competition. We were 
lucky enough to have students there from our Friday rowing sessions as well as the students 
that are part of the Oarsome rowing programme held at Warrington Rowing Club.  

Highlights from the day include Year 9 students Lucy, Eva and Sophie finishing 1st,2nd and 4th 
in their 4 minute piece. These girls also won their 2000m relay race.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oarsome student Annabelle came 3rd overall for her 3-minute piece. This is an outstanding 
achievement, congratulations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                
             Year 8 boys finished 3rd in Warrington for their 

                                                               relay.   Well done Lennon, Noah, Jimmy and Dylan  
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BOYS FOOTBALL 
 

The fixtures for boys’ football, 
from Y7 – Y11 has been plen-
tiful since January. Y7/8/9/10 
all had futsal tournaments 
held at either Boteler High 
School or Newman High 
School. This was great for the 
boys to test out their skills in 
the smaller sided game. In 
addition to this Year 
8/9/10/11 have all had 
Cheshire Cup Fixtures.  

 

Year 8 lost to Bishops Blue-
coat on penalties after a fan-
tastic game that ended in a 1-
1 draw. This was then fol-
lowed by another unfortunate 
defeat to Cardinal Newman 
on penalties the following day 
in the Warrington Schools Fi-

nals.   There is no doubt the boys will learn from this and come back stronger next year.  

 

Year 9 have had an excellent run in the U14 Cheshire Cup with strong results against Wade Dea-
con (Penalties) and Great Sankey (6-0). The year 9 team face Lymm in a local derby just before 
the Easter break in the semi-final of the Hefin Roberts Cup. Whilst year 9 had a favourable result 
against Sankey the Years 10s did not. After drawing 1-1 in 60 minutes we unfortunately lost on 
penalties.  

 

 

The Year 11 team had an excellent run in the cup, beating OBA, Christleton and Helsby. The 
boys unfortunately lost in the Semi-finals to a strong Sandbach team.  

 



THE BRIDGE             SPRING 2022 

The Bridge Spring 2022 page 32 

GIRLS FOOTBALL 

 

Girls football have been busy this term with Cheshire Cup fixtures for U14 and U16 teams as 
well as county school sport finals for U12’s, U14’s and U16’s.  

 

In the Cheshire cup, the U16s lost 3-1 to Sandbach Girls. The girls played excellently in tough 
weather conditions and were unlucky to concede two late goals.  

The U14’s have played two Cheshire cup fixtures this year. The quarter final against All Hallows, 
where an excellent team display saw the girls win 3-1 and then an amazing semi final win 
against Neston. The final will take place on the 25th April.  

 

U12/U14 & U16 all represented Warrington in the Cheshire and Warrington School Games, well 
done to all with the highlight being the U14’s finishing 2nd after losing the final to Neston.  
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INDOOR ATHLETICS 

Year 7 and 8 boys/girls took part in the Warrington Indoor Athletics tournament held at Birch-

wood Leisure Centre. All four teams were ex-
cellent, with the Year 7 Boys taking 1st place.  

 

 

The boys then progressed to represent Warrington at the Cheshire Schools Indoor Athletic Tour-
nament at Elsmere Port Sports Village. The boys performed excellently, finishing 6th overall for 
their county. Well done Lads! 
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CROSS COUNTRY 

 

Bridgewater Students represent-
ed Warrington at the English 

Schools Athletic Association 
Cross-country Championships. 
All runners performed excellently 

at Knights Grange in Winsford.  

 

We have also had many Bridge-

water students representing 

Warrington and Cheshire off the 

back of their individual success 

at races.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPORT ABILITY DAY 

Students from the designated provision were invited to a Warrington Ability Day at Orford Jubilee 
Hub. They took part in activities including; Rugby, Cricket, Tennis, Football and Rowing.  

The students have also been taking part in fortnightly 
TCAT Ability Sessions with students from Boteler High 
School and Padgate Academy, where they have been 
excellent! 
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NETBALL NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The netball season has now ended and how amazing it has been to get back on the court this 
season after the COVID break!  Our netballers have worked so hard and we have had many indi-
vidual and team achievements this season. 

All years have won the Warrington Schools Competitions.  Our B teams have also had many 
games and achievements.  Well done to all girls involved and massive thanks to Jess in year 10 
for helping to umpire these games.  We are super proud of all players! 

Our year 7, 8 and 9 teams competed in a very high-
level Cheshire Schools County competition this month 
to end our season.  Our girls showed such determina-
tion and resilience throughout many tough group 
games and all teams finished in 3rd place in their group 
stages and therefore narrowly missed out on the semi-
finals.  Well done girls and massive thanks to our super 
supportive parents for transporting the girls- it was a 
very early start on a Saturday- and to those wonderful 
mums who scored the games! 

One of our highlights this season has to be the Talent-
ed Athlete Scheme workshop for our high-level shoot-
ers with England and Thunder player Ella Cardwell.  An 
unbelievable experience for our girls to gain first class 
coaching from an elite athlete, a Q&A session (our girls 
absolutely bossed this part) and we even managed to 
have lunch and a chat with Ella!  An unforgettable 
memory made for all girls involved! 
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NETBALL NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Massive congratulations to the following girls this season; 

Year 7 Tilly and Tillie  – both on the U12 Manchester Thunder Pathway 
Year 11 Jocelyn – Severn Stars U17 

Cheshire Players;   

Year 7 Tilly  
Year 8 Nicole  
Year 9 Olivia  
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MY NETBALL JOURNEY TO NORTHERN THUNDER! 

By Tillie Year 7 

 

I first started playing netball when I was in year 1 at the ball hall.  They did a come and try session every Sunday 
morning and I went with my friends from school.  We used to play games like duck, duck, goose and hot potato.  
We learned how to control the ball and how to shoot.  I loved being able to play sport on a Sunday morning, but I 
also loved being able to watch the older girls play. From a very early age I knew that I wanted to play netball and 
I know that I would love it. 
 

I joined Stockton netball club when I was in Year 2 but I had to play in a Year 3 and 4 team, because netball 
doesn’t start until that age.  When you first learn to play you play in a high 5 rotation without any wings and you 
change position every quarter.  It can get very confusing, but it gives you the chance to try every position.  Play-
ing with older girls made me really have to push myself and be assertive, especially when they were my brother’s 
friends! 
 

I liked to play central court, and because I have always been tall, I started off defending more, but I learned 
quickly that I prefer attacking. I like being able to move the ball forward and I love shooting.  My two preferred 
position are Goal Attack and Centre, but I will play anywhere I am needed.  In 2019 we started playing in the 
Cheshire league and this was tough.  There are so many teams across Cheshire with really good players and I re-
alised that I would have to work and train even harder if I wanted to be selected for county and regional teams. 
 

Then came COVID! 
 

I was so lucky that my coach, Sarah, continued to run sessions all through lockdown.  She made us work hard 
even though we were stuck at home!  But I got to do online sessions with England Roses stars such as Ellie Card-
well and followed Maias netball legend Laura Malcolm.  This really motivated me to stay on top of my fitness and 
along with Cheshire Coach Matt Heaton, I kept my strength and conditioning sessions up. 
 

In February this year we were set the challenge of 30 minutes of fitness for 30 days to raise money for MIND.  I 
saw this as an opportunity to raise my fitness in preparation for returning to netball games.  I ran, cycled, HIIT, 
(High Intensity Interval Training) swam and threw balls every day and loved, though when netball matches re-
turned, I was so happy!  
 

My team moved to Warrington Town just before the leagues started again.  We have had lots of tournaments 
this summer, where we have done well and it feels like everything is back to normal. 
 

There were over 250 girls who tried out for the Manchester Thunder Pathway.  On the first session we all played 
games and were watched by the selectors.  Tilly P and I were on the same team, which meant I knew somebody!  
The second session was a training opportunity; I loved it because Tracey Neville led the session. The final trial 
was match play again.  I was really nervous to begin with and missed a few shots, but it didn’t seem to matter. I 
am so happy to be picked for Thunder!  I am excited to wear the kit and to have the chance to meet players and 
coaches. I hope that I can represent Bridgewater just as well. 
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How about this for a ‘blast from the past’ ? These are the advertisements which appeared in the Spring edi-

tion of The Bridge exactly 30 years ago… How many of these local businesses are still in existence? 
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Finally, here’s a test of how observant you are! 
Whereabouts in Bridgewater’s buildings will you find 

this appropriate Springtime image?  
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The Principal, Staff and 
Governors would like to take 
this opportunity to wish all 

our students, parents, 

carers and friends, 

a very happy and peaceful 

Spring break. 


