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MESSAGE 
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And in terms of new opportunities? 
Well to begin with, there’s the new 
intake of Y7 students joining us in 
September along with several new 
members of staff and trainee 
teachers. Then there’s a massive 
investment in ICT infrastructure 
including CCTV and WIFI; the 
refurbishment of the PE changing 
rooms at Lower School and of 
course, the completion of the 
expansion project at Upper School.  

 

All these provide huge 
opportunities and if there’s one 
thing I have learned for sure during 
my time here at Bridgewater, it is 
that our students  - whose stories 
grace these pages - will not allow 
an opportunity to go begging. 

 

I’d like to end this piece by 
thanking you for supporting me in 
my role as Principal. I know that 
you will give my successor, Keiron 
Powell, the same unstinting 
support. For now, enjoy the 
summer! 

When I sit down and write this front 
page of The Bridge, I always have a 
sense of real responsibility - a 
responsibility that springs from the 
wish to do justice to all the great 
stories that the following pages of 
The Bridge relate in such detail.  

 

However, this will be the last time I 
have the privilege of introducing so 
many great student achievements as 
I will be leaving my position as 
Principal of Bridgewater High School 
at the end of the term. This is a job 
I have been lucky to have had for 14 
years and ends a career in teaching 
that has lasted 34 years. And what a 
34 years it has been! 

 

For me, these 34 years have been 
crammed full of so many different 
memories and different faces that it 
would take a bumper edition of The 
Bridge to do it justice! 

 

But what’s best for me now is that I 
truly believe Bridgewater High 
School is blessed with exceptional 
opportunities - some of which are 
new, some of which are familiar and 
some that are simply amazing. The 
most familiar opportunity - and by 
that I mean the opportunities 
students provide us with every day 
they walk into school - can be found 
in the stories contained in this 
edition of The Bridge. Who can’t be 
amazed by our students’ sporting 
achievements, impressed by their 
incredible performances in EPA 
subjects or humbled by their 
general kindness and support, 
perhaps shown in raising money for 
the Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal. 
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Awards Evening 2022 
The 19

th
 annual Upper School Awards Evening took place on Thursday 14

th
 July. The 

hall was transformed to reflect the status of the event as parents, carers, staff and governors 
gathered to celebrate the success of over 116 students across key stages 3 & 4.  

 

The evening opened with a welcome from Principal Tim Long. The guest speaker was Jamie 
Vermiglio, headteacher at Locking Stumps Primary School and manager of Buxton Football 
Club. Jamie gave an inspirational and aspirational speech charting his leadership of Chorley 
Town Football Club to the fourth round of the FA Cup in 2020. Jamie spoke about the values of 
integrity, trust and the importance of developing of relationships. He shared how important 
these values are, not only in football management, but across the world of education. 
 
Awards recipients were nominated by faculty and pastoral staff for their achievements both in 
and outside the classroom. They each received a certificate and gift voucher with special award 
winners receiving a trophy. End of key stage awards recognised outstanding attendance, resili-
ence and contribution to wider school life. The final awards, the ‘River Reeves Award’ and 
‘Debbie Luty Award’ were won by Lucy Maskery and Lucy Blanchard respectively.  

 

Music at the start of the evening and during the musical interlude was provided by student musi-
cians with drummers, pianists, guitarists and vocalists involved.  

 

Chair of Governors Graham Bratley brought the evening to a close, thanking in particular the 
Year 10 students who had crafted the bespoke wooden trophies for each faculty’s special 
award winner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jamie Vermiglio, Headteacher at Locking Stumps Primary 
School and manager of Buxton Football Club. 
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English Year 8 

English Year 8 and 9 

During the summer Term, Y8 completed a travel unit 

and Y9 were exploring the theme of responsibility.   

Y8 Travel Vlogs 

Teachers from the English Department have been really im-

pressed by the incredible Vlogs Y8 produced for the travel 

unit.  Mrs Dearden said, “I received some fantastic contribu-

tions from Nathan, Kyveli, Kim and Ben (basketball theme).  

Plus, Vlogs from Katie, Violet and Sophy.  The pupils went 

above and beyond, demonstrating impressive filming and 

editing skills.  Well done Y8!” 

Elsie, pictured above, painted an acrylic depicting a 

feminist message about responsibility and wrote an ac-

companying poem. 

Above right:  Josh, Y9 decorated a piece of wood to 

show environmental responsibility. 

Alfie, Xavier, Woody and Max delivered a group presen-

tation on responsibility.  There was a further presentation 

from Euan, looking at film, celebrities and the theme of 

responsibility. 

Sam and Lauren 

produced a post-

er about responsi-

bility (left) 
Sophy’s Vlog, Y8, above 

Fleur, Y9 produced an impres-

sive pencil drawing, showing 

responsibility (above) 

Well done Y9! 
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Walton Gardens 

 

What a great day out!! 

 

Our recent trip to Walton Gardens consisted of multiple 
games of football, a visit to the zoo, a fun on the play 
area and of course lots of ice creams! It was wonderful 
seeing our students having so much fun outside of 
school. It was a great day for both staff and students  

 

– Mrs Riley (née  Grace) – Teacher within the 
Designated ASD Provision 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was great as there were 

lots of cool animals and oth-

er things to see– William B 

It was so much fun 

and the park and zoo 

were great! – Serena S 
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EPA SUPERSTARS! 
 

We have had a great deal of success in EPA this year. Finally, we are performing again 
after the pandemic. I want to thank all of our staff and wonderful pupils for their hard 

work and talent now that EPA can do what we are very good at again! Here’s the list: 

 

Dance Oscars – The Brindley Theatre 
The Lion King – Year 11 BTEC Musical Theatre 

Our Day Out – School Production 
Y11 performance exams – BTEC Musical Theatre, Acting, Dance and Music GCSE 

Online Battle of the Bands competition– Music 

Battle of the Bands Concert - Music 
Noughts and Crosses - BTEC Acting 

Game over – BTEC Acting 
Little Shop of Horrors – BTEC Musical Theatre 

All the World’s a Stage – BTEC Musical Theatre Year 11 

Treasure Chest – Lower School Drama Club 
Musical Magic – BTEC Musical Theatre Year 10 and Year 9 pupils 

BEE Award – EPA (Dance, Drama, Art and Music) – Full Year 9 cohort 

Year 6 Induction – Battle of the Bands Performers 
School Awards Evening – Music performers 

TCAT Together – Year 10 and 9 pupils performing with all TCAT schools – The Parr 

Hall 

We are back! 

More to come in the next academic year! 

Have a great summer everyone! �  

M Plimmer 

Head of Expressive and Performing Arts Faculty 
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After a difficult couple of years, the Drama department is BACK! 

Performing is our passion and this year we have been able to get our students back into 

practical lesson spaces and performing to live audiences! 

 

Year 7 have explored a range of theatrical styles this year, including Greek Theatre, Si-

lent Movies and Pantomime. Taking part in both whole class and small group activities 
have allowed our new starters to build their confidence and communication skills whilst 

working alongside their peers.  

  

Year 8 continued to build their Drama skills this year through a range of topics that 
stretched their leadership and use of empathy. From the anti-bullying poem ‘Four 
o’clock Friday’ to the historical exploration of women in history. After a year spent in 

‘bubbles’, Year 8 have definitely benefitted from more consistency this year. 

 

Year 9 Drama students have two lessons per week, allowing their skills to be further 
developed and perfected. This year, students have studied ‘Our Day Out’ by Willy Rus-

sell as well as other prolific theatre practitioners, Stanislavski, Brecht and Godber. Year 
9 is a chance for students to really secure their confidence as performers and devise 
their own ideas on stage. This was displayed in the recent ‘BEE Award’ exams whereby 

students worked in groups to create a collaborative performance across their EPA sub-

jects of study.  

 

Year 10 have worked hard this year to complete 60% of their course. As part of the 

course, each class took part in an audition process which led to a whole class produc-
tion held at Priestley College. BTEC Acting classes presented ‘Game Over’ and ‘Noughts 
and Crosses’, whilst the Musical Theatre cohort performed ‘Little Shop of Horrors’. It 

was an incredible achievement for both staff and students and fantastic to be back in 
front of a live audience! In addition, students have developed in-depth theory presenta-

tions about ‘Blood Brothers’ or ‘West Side Story’ showing their knowledge of not only 

themes and characters, but also theatre roles and responsibilities. 
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Year 11 waved goodbye after a turbulent two years on the course. Despite the many 

challenges they faced along the way, they tackled it head on and became resilient and 

mature performers. This was displayed through their final unit of the course when  

students explored the theme ‘Better Together’ through practical and theory work. We 

are so proud their efforts!  
 

Extra-Curricular  

This year saw the return of the school production! In February, a cast of 60+ staged 

‘Our Day Out’ - play some were already familiar with through their Year 9 studies. It 

was fantastic!  

Over a three-night run, the cast wowed the packed audiences with their characterisa-
tion; creating real belly laughs along the way! Bring on 2023 when we will be staging 

‘Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat’. 
 

Following this, a collection of students worked alongside the Music department to stage 
‘Treasure Chest’ a short script created by Mr Teixeira. This told the story of three girls 

that faced their own struggles, but were brought together through friendship and mu-

sic. Well done to all involved!  
 

Earlier this year, a small group of Year 9 students also dedicated their time to be part 

of the ‘Shakespeare’s Schools Festival’. Still plighted by Covid restrictions, they were 
unable to get the full experience of the project. Nevertheless, their commitment was un-

wavering and they were still able to perform to a live audience within school. Well done! 
 

Most recently, Year 10 Musical Theatre took 
part in ‘TCAT Together’ then later, alongside a 

selection of Year 9 students, created the 
‘Musicals Magic’ showcase evening. Wowing 

audiences with medleys from Mamma Mia and 
Les Misérables to name but a few; it certainly 

got the foot tapping. Well done to all! 
 

Awards 

The ‘Candice Roberts’ Performing Arts Award 

was presented to Leon S in Year 10 following 
his excellent commitment and focus within the 
school production. Most recently, Lucy 

(pictured right) in Year 10 BTEC Acting was 
presented with the ‘Debbie Luty’ Performing 

Arts Award to celebrate the hard work dis-

played during her studies this year.  

 

Well done to both! 
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Dance Oscars 2022 

 

With great excitement and a little bit of nervousness in case of anything got in our way, 
we proudly held the Dance Oscars at the Brindley Theatre on Tuesday 26th April 2022. 
This was the first time since the pandemic that we have been able to stage the show 

with our last Dance Oscars taking place in 2019. 

Over the last few months, students from Year 7 up to Year 11 have been rehearsing 

after school weekly to prepare our own version of ‘Matilda’ and prepare some of the 

practical exam work that our BTEC Dancers in Years 10 and 11 have been developing. 

Act One of the show saw our own version of ‘Matilda’ after mixing together the famous 
story from the musical and the film version using iconic tracks.  We saw Matilda take 

on the trials and tribulations of living with her disastrous family and saw Miss Honey’s 
journey with the wicked Miss Trunchball. We had four entertainers telling our story 
with the rest of the tale represented through dance. Our entire cast danced their hearts 

out on the evening after working hard all day rehearsing. They showed their roles with 
confidence and we were so very proud watching from the side of the stage. The 
commitment that they have all displayed over the last few months is astounding and I 

know for many this will be an important step in their performing career at Bridgewater. 

The second Act was focused upon curriculum work. It included some moving pieces 

from some of our Year 11 dancers. They showed shortened versions of their ten-minute 
exam pieces that were based on the exam brief ‘Better Together’. They explored mental 

health, different types of abuse and the tragic stories of Viola Beach, and their 
manager, and also the story of Sarah Everard. Our dancers have missed out on so 
many performance opportunities due to Covid so to see them on stage for the 

Bridgewater Dance department was an honour. 

Year 10 had a very busy Act Two showing pieces from the musical ‘Chicago’, the 

contemporary piece ‘Shadows’ and repertoire from both ‘Rooster’ and Diversity’s iconic 
piece from BGT showing a summary of 2020. They showed a range of dance styles from 
Commercial to Contemporary and danced with ease, confidence and style. It was great 

to see them up on stage! 

We were also joined by some of the Year 9 students who have opted for BTEC Dance 

next year. They wowed us with their ‘Dance in a Day’ piece that they had created with 

Annie Keating. 

Behind the scenes we also, for the first time ever, had a Year 7 production team who 
helped to make the props, set them on stage and became backstage managers to help 

the show run smoothly on the day. We could not have done it without them. 

As always, rehearsal time has been very precious but the added complications of Covid, 
timetable restrictions and looming Year 11 exams demanded even greater commitment, 

a challenge which our students rose to, of  course! 

We are already thinking of ideas for the next event, but in the meantime, please enjoy 

the accompanying pictures. Bridgewater Dance is incredibly proud of all involved; huge 

congratulations to you all – our 2022 cast. You were amazing! 

 

Mrs. Fleming 
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Chemical Association Awards 2022                              

 
 

 
‘The Royal Armouries’, Leeds. 

I was very pleased to be invited for the 12th year in a row to the 
‘Chemical Association Awards 2022’ held at ‘The Royal Armouries’ 

in Leeds on 16th June by our sponsor, Richard Tarver from ‘Solvay 
Interox’  

 
Richard Tarver from ‘Solvay Interox’ and Mike Lancaster from C.I.A. came into school 
to meet yr10 Product Design students and discuss their ideas with them earlier in the 

year. Richard confessed ‘It was really difficult to choose from the models presented by 
the students as they were all so different’  

 
Yet again, our year 10 Product Design students designed and made a fantastic range of 
awards using acrylic, aluminium and a range of hardwoods. The award winners I 

spoke to during the evening loved the fact each one was different and asked to pass on 
thanks for the high quality of work pro-
duced.  

 
Well done Year 10 we are very proud of you! 

Mrs.  J. Garry.  Head of D&T Faculty. Con-
gratulations also come from- Mrs E. Parsons, 
Mrs J Thompson and Mr. J. Blundell. 

Above: CIA Awards Winners 2022 
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Mrs Garry with award winners 

Above and left are some examples of trophies Year 10 Product Design students also fabricated for 

the Bridgewater Awards Ceremony 2022 which took place on 14th July. 

I hope the winners will be proud to celebrate their successes with these unique creations - Great job 

year 10! 

‘Libra Speciality Chemicals’ who won 2 awards said ‘Can you pass on a huge 

thank you to the students. Once again, they have done a fantastic job and we 
really appreciate it! We now have quite a few of their trophies in our cabinet. 

Similarly, ’Solutia UK’ were very pleased to win the ‘Company of the Year 
Award’ and were very impressed with the standard of the trophy. The pupils 

should be very proud of themselves!  
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On Wednesday, 29th June, we were able to go to the Cheshire Book Awards Final. The Cheshire 
Book Awards is an event where lots of schools in Cheshire vote on their favourite book, chosen from a 
list published in the last year. The ten most voted for, will be on the shortlist and each school will be 
given a year to read those ten books. Then, each person will vote for their favourite book from the 
shortlist and write a review for each one, the books with the most votes are the winners! When we 
were there, we got to meet two amazing authors, George Lester (who wrote ‘Boy Queen’) and Tamsin 
Winter (who wrote ‘Girl In Real Life’). Whilst we were there, we were also able to get our books signed 
by the authors and ask them a few questions about their books. Then, it was the rewards. Tamsin Win-
ter was the runner up for the Young Readers and George Lester was the runner up for the Older 
Readers. They both did so well and it was an amazing event! Bridgewater High School will be taking 
part in the event in the next academic year so if you’re interested, just let us know! 

Amelie - Year 8. 
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Dungeons and Dragons Club 
Dungeons and Dragons is a new extra-curricular club this term run by Josh and Jacob in Y9.  
The club runs on Wednesdays in the Library from 3.00 - 4.30. We currently have about 20   
pupils playing different campaigns and we will be continuing in September. Come along a give 
it a go! 
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Year 10 Rewards Trip 

Y10 enjoyed a visit to the cinema and shopping at the Trafford Centre on the hottest day of the year!  As tempera-
tures soared, pupils chilled out in the air-conditioned cinema, enjoying a well-earned break from the classroom. 

Factors considered for the trip included improved attendance, attainment and teacher recommendations for fantastic 
contribution throughout the year. 

The pupils were, as ever, a credit to the school. Here they are, basking in the hot sun as we waited for the coach! 

Mrs. Dearden 
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Bake Sale for Ukraine  
By Roxana  
 

On Tuesday the 3
rd

 of May, a couple of friends and I did a bake sale 
and sent all the money to the Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal. We 
wanted to do this because of the crisis in Ukraine as many homes 
and families are being destroyed by the war against the Russian 
Federation. 

We wanted to do this because many people are getting killed in 
Ukraine and many people are losing their homes and having to run 
away because of one blood-thirsty man. I personally wanted to help 
Ukraine as I am partly Ukrainian and some of my family are still in 
Ukraine. My family want to stay there to help Ukraine get freedom of 
the many attacks the Russian Federation have and is bringing onto 
Ukraine right now. 

How we came together was that both Charlotte and I wanted to do 
something we came together and decided on doing a bake sale as 
cakes would be quite popular with people my age and they would 
buy them no matter what the cause was. After that we formed a 
group including me, Charlotte, Isabella, Evie, Sophia, Amélie, 
Sophie and Jane. We raised approximately £272 which the school 
rounded up to £3000 

Because of the Russian Federation many villages, towns and 
villages are 100% ruined and many people have been killed: some in 
very gruesome ways, many people haven’t seen daylight for months 
hiding away in bunkers from months. I am so proud of all of us that 
we helped many people that needed some help but the war is still 
carrying on. It hasn’t ended yet so we should all try and do 
something to help. People are still in great danger, people are 
getting killed right this second. 
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Unity Work 

 

Year 9 pupils have been working together to create a display that represents diversity, 
kindness, acceptance, and most importantly represents them as a community of pu-
pils. They have all created a circular image and then a poem or section of writing. Our 

aim is to use these pieces of work to decorate one of the stairwells at upper school, in 

celebration of their differences and how these make them even more wonderful. 

 

One poem we have chosen to display is called FRIENDS, this will be printed out to fill 

the stair well wall and we feel it is a fantastic example of what real friends are. 

 

   Freedom 

   Respect 

   Irrespective of 

   Ethnicity 

   Nationality 

   Disability 

   Sexuality 
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The story of the Pride Flag 

The Pride Flag that is internationally recognised as the symbol of community, inclusion, pride and solidar-

ity for the LGBTQ community has a long history.  

The rainbow flag has its origins in San Francisco the 1970’s; this was a time when many LGBTQ people 

chose to wear a pink triangle as a symbol of solidarity, pride and community. However, the pink triangle 

had a complicated past, during the 1930’s and 1940’s gay men were imprisoned and persecuted by the 

Nazi’s; and were forced to wear a pink triangle as a form of identification.   

However, in 1978 the artist Gilbert Baker decided to design a more hopeful symbol to give the communi-

ty a sense pride, solidarity and belonging.  Baker and a team of volunteer’s hand made the original flag. 

The flag measured 9.1 m by 18.3 m and was unfurled over the San Francisco’s United Nations Plaza build-

ing in 1978.  

Since then the flag has undergone some design changes,  now we have a colourful rainbow flag made up 

of six distinct stripe each having its own meaning. The Pride Flag is universally known as the international 

symbol of the LBGTQ community.   

      Red for life            Orange for healing           Yellow for sunlight       Green for nature  

                        Blue for harmony              Violet for spirit 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Bridgewater's Pride Raffle 

A few weeks ago the queer council decided that they would like to do a raffle to raise money 

for LBGTQ+ charities in pride month and it was a....great success!!! 

When we first set out to do this raffle there was a lot more planning and organising than 

anyone expected. First, we decided that the prizes would be donated from local businesses 

but before that we needed a letter to give to the business which then needed signing, it was 
a whole ordeal. Once all this was in order, we went around local businesses in Stockton 

Heath and got a lot of prizes: Rudy’s voucher, Donna Marie, pizza express and many more. 

We then had a poster made by a member of the queer council to advertise the event – it 

looked great!!! 

We decided to support ‘The Proud Trust’ and ‘Just Like Us’ charities. ‘The Proud Trust’ sets 

up LGBTQIA+ youth clubs whereby queer people can have a chance to be themselves and 

they also provide training opportunities for teachers and others in youth settings to help 
them be fully LGBTQIA+ inclusive. ‘Just Like Us’ set up pride groups across schools, gives 

LGBTQIA+ talks to young people and has created school diversity week during which queer 

people are celebrated. Both of these charities aim to improve LGBTQ+ lives and are doing so 

right now. 

We ran our raffle for a week across all year groups, whereby a stall was set up at lunch and 

we sold tickets. Thanks to Joe in Year 10, we had a huge pride flag to help us advertise. 
Across year 10, £60 was raised and a total of £130 was raised across the school. This mon-

ey will go towards helping improving queer people's lives in school. 
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The Pride Reading Club notice board, showing different Pride 
flags from around the world 
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CEIAG in Action 

What is CEIAG? CEIAG stands for Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance and 

is designed to prepare students for life in modern Britain by providing the knowledge, under-

standing, confidence and skills that they need to make informed choices and plans for their fu-

ture learning and career. It is something we take very serious here at Bridgewater, as you can see 

over the following pages. 

STUDENTS INVITED TO THE PARR HALL BY OUR LOCAL M.P. 

We were able to take some of our Year 10 students to the Parr Hall on 29th April. 

Andy Carter MP had arranged a fun and interactive Apprenticeship and Job Fair with over 
30 local companies present. The students even got to sit in a fire engine!! 

FUN AND GAMES AT LOWER IN THE CAREERS CLUBS! 

Over the last term the CEIAG team have been running Careers Clubs for Year 7,8 and 9 at 
lunchtime in lower. These will continue next year! 

Over 40 students have enjoyed the various games we have played that have helped them to 
learn about the skills needed for work. The feedback has been fantastic and one student said “ 
I didn’t realise Careers can be so much fun!” 

Hope to see some new faces there next term. 

COLLEGE TASTER DAY 

As part of our CEIAG programme all Year 10 students 

were given an opportunity to spend the day at a local 

college. They visited Priestley College on Friday 15th 

July. The students were asked to make 4 choices from 

58 different courses! They then had 3 Taster Sessions 

in their chosen subjects. Students were shown around 

the various departments of the college and were spoken 
to about the Pastoral support available at Priestley. 
Students had lunch and break provided and everybody 

seemed to appreciate the opportunity of trying the dif-

ferent courses that appealed to them. Once again the 

students created an outstanding impression as they 

had to sit quietly in a hall for 30 minutes waiting for a 

school who was late to arrive!!!! 

GREAT TO SEE PARENTS/CARERS 

BACK IN SCHOOL! 

After such a long time it was fantas-

tic to see a full hall at lower for the 

Year 10 Information Evening on 26th 

May. Lots of useful information was 

passed on to help parents/carers 

understand what will be happening 

in Year 11 with their children. 

All the local colleges were asked to 

attend an hour before the presenta-

tions and they were still inundated 
with eager people asking questions. 

The colleges even stayed behind af-

terwards to ensure everybody could 

be spoken to!! 
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“Russell Group Universities Or Alternative” Programme 

Year 10 students proudly display their Graduation Certificates from the ROAR Programme! Chris Peacock 
from Priestley College and other lecturers worked with the students after school over 6 weeks on the project 

“Is Humankind Destroying the Planet: Discuss”. Students were encouraged to “Aim High” and Ox-

bridge/Russell Group universities were explained. Students had to submit a 1000 word essay on the topic 

and a university grading system was used for marking them. “I am so glad we did ROAR here as I now know 

where I want to go to University - OXFORD!!! “said one student. Those students who have graduated will 

also have the opportunity to visit Oxford in the Autumn term. 

VIRTUAL WORK EXPERIENCE WEEK FOR YEAR 10 

All Year 10 students were given the opportunity to work alongside various companies for one day from 8/7/22 to 
14/7/22. We were really fortunate to have some great businesses who gave their valuable time and experience. Com-
panies set tasks that their workers would normally complete and then students worked in groups to complete the 
work. Each group had to create and deliver a presentation to the class and the business. Every member had to take 
part to enable them to practice their presentation, teamworking, listening and speaking skills. Students were taught 
about average salaries and had some basic budgeting type information to enable them to understand how much they 
needed to earn in the world of work to live. 

 

Students worked with United Utilities, NHS, Creative Hut (Robotics) , Jacobs Engineering and DWF Law. All employ-
ers felt our students worked hard and were very impressed with the quality of work students produced in the time al-
lowed. Each day prizes were awarded to the 

LAW FACTOR 2022 

Law Factor is a Programme for students who may want to consider Law as a career or just for people who want to 
improve their skillset to help them in the world of work. 

Six 2-hour sessions were spent online with lots of other students from across the North-West and members of DWF 
Law firm, along with Liverpool John Moore’s University. The students got to talk to lots of people in the industry and 
got to know about the different types of law. The students were able to visit Liverpool John Moore’s University and 
meet DWF staff and also have a Law Lesson delivered by a Law Professor in LJMU mock Courtroom. 
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DofE Round up. 
48 year 10 students completed their silver award training expedition in the peak district 
walking a total of 30km over two days, this term enjoying both fantastic weather and interest-
ing bus journeys to get there.  With all groups undergoing some night time navigation and 
enjoying the beautiful views at sun set and sun rise from our camp in Edale.  
 
29 students so far from Year 10 have completed their Bronze award and many more are con-
tinuing to work hard going through all 4 sections of the award. (Volunteering, skills, Physical 
and Expedition sections) undertaking such activities as Baking, dog walking, gardening, play-
ing football, rugby, netball and tennis, volunteering in our local community bellringing, work-
ing in our charity shops, helping teach football and music and helping around school. A great 
achievement for all. 
 
During 2022 we have had 140 Year 9 sign up for their Bronze DofE award,  
 
Thank you  

 

Mr Gifford and Mrs Blakeley    
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Pupils from across Year 7, 8 & 9 have been participating in sessions to answer the question 
‘Can we live on other planets?’. This is the fourth year of the STEM programme, with sessions 
run in partnership with Oxnet, part of Oxford University. The aim of these days is to improve the 
academic aspirations of our pupils, and encourage more students to not only think about going 
to University but also to consider Oxford as a realistic option.  

This term Year 9 pupils were lucky enough to visit Priestley College for their sessions, having 
the opportunity to meet pupils from the other TCAT schools, while year 7 & 8 had a session in 
school, run by the Oxford University researchers. During the session pupils had to design their 
own space stations, having to consider the difficulties with living on a space station and how the 
difficulties could be overcome, and presented their ideas to the rest of the group. Our pupils did 
an amazing job, they came up with some creative solutions and were able to confidently pre-
sent these, as well as answer questions about their ideas. 

In the second part of the session Year 9 had to design an experiment that could help them in-
vestigate the growth of plants in space. To do this they first had to consider the biggest chal-
lenge for plant growth, and come up with a scientific method to investigate the impact that it 
would have.  

Year 7 & 8 looked at the work of one of the researchers, focussing particularly on the capture-
recapture method of sampling, which fed nicely into the work on sampling from the ecology unit 
completed in lessons. Pupils learnt about the importance of this method of sampling and it’s 
downfalls, and used a box of ping-pong balls to practise. 

All pupils were exceptionally well behaved and were a credit to the school. I would like to thank 
the researchers from Oxford for their time as the sessions were interesting and informative and 
look forward to more sessions in the new year. 



THE BRIDGE             2022 

The Bridge Summer 2022 page 25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An Excellent Summer Of STEM 

Pupils at Bridgewater have once again done themselves proud in STEM activities and 
finished off the year with some excellent projects. The STEM team rounded off the 
summer term with the EASLOE project, geared towards pupils designing solutions 
for engineering sustainable life on earth. 

Like many of our projects, this was guided by professionals from various fields of sci-
ence, technology and engineering. Our group was fortunate to be guided by Phil, an 
Engineer who works at Daresbury and Mark, from 4ward futures, an organisation 
which encourages promotes STEM careers to young people. The group learned about 
numerous novel and interesting technologies such as living walls, ‘gravitricity’ and 
using microbes and invertebrates to break down harmful waste.  

Workshops also covered broader issues which the pupils engaged with admirably 
such as globalisation, migration, aging populations, equality and education. They 
certainly had some interesting opinions on how we run things in school! 

The group then worked on developing ways to make the school a more sustainable 
place. One aspect which they hope to spread awareness of is the environmental im-
pact of our technology which few people consider. For example, they discovered that 
stored data on their phones (specially photos) consumes huge amounts of energy just 
to be stored via ‘the cloud,’ as it is held by energy centres which require industrial 
refrigerators to maintain a safe temperature. Additionally, many of the materials 
mined to create phones amongst other things cause catastrophic environmental 
damage when extracted. 

The group also designed and built a device which can improve recycling in the 
school. This is essentially a two-compartment bin which separates the recyclable bot-
tles from other non-recyclable waste. The hope is that this component will be built by 
students in technology lessons, and that the pupils ownership of them will incentiv-
ise their regular use.  

I am very proud of all the excellent work our pupils have done in STEM throughout 
the year, and expect them to continue to flourish in the future. Regrettably I will not 
get to witness this, as this is my last year working at Bridgewater High School. I do 
however intend to continue with STEM endeavours in my next school (I will be teach-
ing overseas), and would love to arrange some collaborative projects with Bridgewater 
in future.  

I am pleased to say that Mr Thompson and Mrs Edgeley will be running STEM activi-
ties at Bridgewater next year. I wish them the best of luck along with all our learners! 

Mr Shaikh  
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Modern Foreign Languages 
This term we have had the chance to make the most of the Oxplore sessions which are devel-
oped and delivered by Oxford University to our pupils. Having live events has come back on the 
agenda following two years of seemingly distant events delivered via Zoom meetings and our 
pupils clearly relished having a live performer back at the front of the room. 

 

Our Year 9 pupils went to visit Priestley College for the delivery session, looking at another lan-
guage than the ones they normally study in school – our pupils were looking at Hindi. They start-
ed with a look at some facts about Hindi – a new language that has only really existed for just 
over 100 years and then looked at some poems in Hindi about time and the different way time is 
seen (the Hindi for yesterday and tomorrow is the same word), before looking at what English 
shares with Hindi. All this was rounded off with some typical Indian sweets from the Delhi area. 

 

In the Year 7 and 8 session, the pupils were visited by the head of Oxplore and by some Korean 
native speakers with the session taking place in Bridgewater. Pupils learned to introduce them-
selves in Korean as well as some of the rules about register which change how you introduce 
yourself to people of different ages and status. They also learned about how the language can 
be written as well as the rules governing which graphemes are used. Most importantly, pupils 
were heard to say that it was the most interesting session they’d experienced! 

 

Mr R Glew 

German 

Exchange   

2023 

The long-standing German 

Exchange between Bridgewater 
High School and Gymnasium 
Neuenbürg in the Black Forest is 

back on! After two years of 
pandemic we will be welcoming 50 - 

60 German students to Warrington next May and will, once again, enjoy the delights of 

the Black Forest next July. 

 

We can’t wait to renew the relationship which first began 30 years ago. Our students 
experience life in a German family and, hopefully, some of them may make a friend for 

life.  

Roll on May! 

J. Bairstow – MFL Department 
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Year 11 Prom 

 
After all their hard work during a High School career like no other in history,  our Year 11 stu-
dents thoroughly deserved their Prom at Chester Racecourse on Thursday 30

th
 June. The stu-

dents enjoyed a fantastic evening that was a great celebration and worthy reward for all their 
hard work over the last five years. They were a credit to the School and themselves and we wish 
them all the very best for the future.  Here they are in all their splendour!  

Mr. Kueres 
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Committed to Inclusion 

We are delighted to report that the ‘Committed to Inclusion Mark’ was awarded to our 

school for supporting inclusive practice in Warrington at the SEN Conference last 

month. This involved training, supporting other schools and reviewing our own prac-

tices in various areas of inclusion and SEND to further support our students in their 

learning and wellbeing. The award recognises the hard work that goes on at Bridge-

water in ensuring that we remain fully inclusive in all areas of our school curriculum 

and the wider school community. 

Mrs S Sutcliffe 
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BRIDGEWATER CELEBRATES WINNERS OF THE  

2022 BATTLE OF THE BANDS IN CONCERT 

 

Seven exceptional young Bridgewater musicians struck all the right notes with the jury panel of 
the Battle of the Bands.  

Prize winners will now have the unique opportunity to perform at a live concert on July 4th at 
Bridgewater High, where they will receive their trophies and £150. The top prize winner will also 
get a chance to perform at the Parr Hall for the TCAT Together concert.  

Miguel Teixeira (Head of Music) commented “listening to our musicians’ performances is always 
a joy and privilege, and the talent and hard work at Bridgewater is palpable. All applicants ought 
to be applauded.  

It was a very competitive field with a record number of students applying for a competition of 
this kind. Students demonstrated a high quality of performance, preparedness, confidence and 
stage presence. They did us proud. This just shows what we all know, that given the right op-
portunities, young students can be remarkable.”  

The first prize winner of the competition, Luka (Y9), conveyed a sense of sheer delight with his 
singing and piano playing, and dazzled the panel into first spot. Year 9 Paige was the winner of 
the Year 9 Best Band or Solo Performance). Honourable Mentions were to: Year 11 Adam S. 
and Ellis; Year 7 Juliette; Year 9 Adam H. and Sam.  

Winners will perform at Bridgewater High’s lower site hall on July 4th. Do not miss out on the 
opportunity to see our musicians live.  

We hope to see you there.  

 

Music Department  

Rivers of the World 
The Art department has been working for three years as 
part of the Rivers of the World project, along side partner 
schools in Ethiopia. 

 

We feel very proud that our artwork was made into a silk 
flag (pictured) to be used in the Queen's 70th Jubilee pro-
cession. How exciting! 

 

Congratulations to the pupils from year 7,8 and 9 that 
have creatively contributed to this project. 

 

Well done to Mrs Silver and Miss Rothwell as well. 

 

Thank you to you all. Proud to be Bridgewater! 
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Sixteen TCAT Associate Teachers became qualified teachers at the end of June when 
they were recommended for QTS (Qualified Teacher Status) after successfully 
completing their TCAT ITT (Initial Teacher Training Course). The Teachers successfully 
applied and joined the course in September 2021, and over the year have completed 
two placements in TCAT Secondary Schools under the tutelage of their Curriculum, 
Academic and Professional Mentors. These Mentors, in Beamont Collegiate Academy, 
Bridgewater High School, Penketh High School, Priestley College and Sir Thomas 
Boteler Church of England High School, have ensured that our new teachers are well 
trained and prepared for their first teaching jobs. TCAT teachers are in the classroom 
with our students as they start their career and guide and support   them to becoming 
excellent classroom practitioners ready to work independently in September 2022.  
They have all done an excellent job in preparing the next generation of teachers and we 
thank everyone involved. 

 

All our class of 2022, have worked extremely hard to qualify as teachers in the 
classroom, at the same time completing their PGCert assignments for their Masters 
level qualification.  Between placements, they all spent time in TCAT Primary Schools 
and at Priestley College observing the learning journey of Secondary pupils both before 
and after High School . During the course, they have been encouraged to discover 
everything that TCAT schools have to offer and wherever possible get involved in 
supporting our pupils. They have contributed to the full life of each of their placement 
schools supporting (amongst many other things) after school clubs, school residentials 
and Duke of Edinburgh weekends. 

 

We would like to congratulate our new teachers and wish them all the best for their 
teaching career. We will miss you! 

 

Jill Moules and Jill Hodgson 
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Train as a Secondary teacher with 

TCAT schools in Warrington 

Complete all your training 
in TCAT schools within 5 

miles of Warrington 

Achieve QTS 
and PGCE  

Learn from      
experienced   

current         
practitioners 

Support for your 

subject knowledge 
from senior 

specialists 

Gain Primary and KS5 experience 

Begin your teaching career with us at Bridgewater High 

School and inspire young people for the rest of their lives 

Email j.hodgson@bridgewaterhigh.com for more details 

mailto:j.hodgson@bridgewaterhigh.com
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ROWING NEWS 
 

 
Oarsome Rowing students put their year’s worth of hard work to the test in a regatta held 
at Warrington rowing club. Competing against other schools involved with this initiative 
from Warrington and Cheshire, the boys’ and the girls’ quads performed excellently. 
 
 
In tough, windy conditions they both secured one win and then combined to win a mixed 
race. The whole group has been excellent all year and their cox, Dan, deserves a special 
mention.  
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GIRLS FOOTBALL 
 

Girls Football has enjoyed a very successful 

season. The girls won the Warrington league 

at U12, U14 and U16 and all represented War-

rington at the Cheshire Finals. In the Cheshire 

Cup, the U14’s (Y9) made it all the way to the 

final at Middlewich Town FC where they faced 

local rivals Lymm. The girls put in an out-

standing performance winning 4-1. The goals 

were scored by Caitlyn, Ruby, Zoe and Anna-

belle. Player of the match in the final was Zoe.  

 

 

ATHLETICS 
The highlight of the Athletics Season is the English Schools 
Athletics meet. We took a team of mixed Athletics experience 
and had some very good individual performances on the day. 
Both junior boys and girls came 5th in the Cheshire round.  
 
Quad Kids took place on Wednesday 8th June at Victoria 
Park, Warrington. The year 8 team won their competition and 
Y7 finished third.   
 
A number of students were selected to represent Warrington 
in the Cheshire Schools athletics at Ellesmere Port Sports 
Village.  

 

The final athletics tournament of the year was the Warrington School games. This was held at 
Victoria Park athletics track. Bridgewater had over 40 students representing the school from 

y7 to y10. Overall, we came 2nd which is an excellent performance. 
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ROUNDERS 
We have had an amazing summer of rounders at Bridgewater this year, with several games in 
years 7, 8 and 9.   
 
Our year 9 team have particularly excelled with their continuous efforts at training and no 
losses against any other schools.   
Massive well done to; Sophie, Alex, Rebecca, Leona, Alexa, Sissy, Millie, Bella, Sophie, Rhian-
na, Emily, Lizzie, Caitlin, Caitlin, Indi, Ellie, Megan and Naimh. 
Year 8 have seen a core group of committed players every week at training and games that 
have shown huge progress over the season!  Congratulations to; 
Holly, Nicole, Libby, Nicole, Niamh, Rosie, Lily and Anna. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This season has seen the most talented group of year 7 rounders players to date at Bridge-
water! It has been an absolute pleasure to see them learn the advanced rules of the game and 
develop their skills to a very high level.  

 

 For the first time we have also 
had boys involved and play 
mixed rounders.  We cannot wait 
to progress this further next sea-
son, massive well done to the fol-
lowing year 7 players; 

Tillie, Tilly, Freya, Meredith, Eu-
an, Georgia, Fiona, Oliver, Scar-
let, Ed, Yelda, Will, Ollie and 
Sam. 

Congratulations to all our round-
ers players and we cannot wait 
until next season! 

Mrs McKean and Miss Aspinall 
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TENNIS 

 

The road to Wimbledon tournament offers the chance for tennis players of all ability to pro-
gress through county, regional and national competitions. This event was held at Bridgewater 
at the beginning of the summer term.  
 
U14 Boys Winner was Joe (Y8) and runner up was Joe (Y9). In the girl’s competition, Lucy (Y9) 
won and Alexa (Y9) came second. Congratulations to both winners who progressed to county 
finals.  
 
Team Tennis players have been busy this term. Y8 have played St Ambrose, Laurus Cheadle 
Hulme and Tytherington – winning all three comfortably. They will now play Terra Nova in the 
semi-final.  
 
Year 9/10 boys have played St Ambrose, Tytherington and Altrincham and won all three fix-
tures.  
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RUGBY LEAGUE 
 

Bridgewater’s rugby league success 
has continued into the summer 
term. Y 7,8,9&10 have all taken part 
in Warrington Wolves seed competi-
tions. All year groups have done ex-
tremely well in these competitions 
which puts us in an exciting position 

for next years regional and national 
competitions.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
On a national scale, we had two teams in 
the Champions schools semi final at Cross-
field’s RLFC. Year 8 just missed out losing a 
close fought game to Standish after beating 
Castleford in the quarter final. This team 
has improved immensely over the year and 
with the continued work of Mr Smith, Mr 
Anderson and the Warrington Wolves 
coaches, there is much excitement for next 
year already! 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 7 has had an excellent summer term already. 
Their quarter final was away at Workington, where the 
boys played excellently against a tough opposition and 
won 38-4. At Crossfield’s Year 7 came back from a 14-
point deficit to win 24 – 14. Winning the semi meant 
the boys played in a curtain raiser for a magic week-
end against Castleford Academy. Unfortunately, the 
boys lost 16-4 but it was a great experience playing in 
a professional sports stadium.  
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ABILITY SPORTS DAY 

 
Students from Bridgewater’s Designated Provision returned to Orford Jubilee leisure centre-
for a second ability sports day. The activities that were delivered to the students included 
golf, tennis, indoor rowing and archery. The day allowed students to try new sports and im-
prove their social skills and self-confidence.  
 
All students were excellent all day. Special shout out goes to Baylee (Y10) who personally 
thanked the event organiser in front of everyone there!!! Well done Baylee.  
 
We have also hosted an adapted sports day this term for Bridgewater and Boteler DP stu-
dents. This was a fantastic afternoon for all the pupils and parents who came to watch.  
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The Principal, Staff and Governors 
would like to take this opportunity to 
wish all our students, parents, carers 

and friends, a very relaxing 

Summer break. 


