
Jewish beliefs about G-d

Key Words - General

agnostic someone who is unsure whether God exists

atheist someone who believes that God does not exist

immanent within all

immaterial not physical

incarnation born in human flesh

infinite always existing

just fair

literal
without interpretation or embellishment, 

limited to the explicit meaning of a word or text

monotheism belief in one God

omnibenevolent all loving

omnipotent all powerful

omnipresent always present

omniscient all knowing

polytheism belief in many gods

symbolic a visible symbol for something abstract

theist someone who believes that God exists

transcendent above all

“HEAR O Israel, the LORD is our G-d, the Lord is 
one, and as for you, you shall LOVE the Lord 
your G-d with all of your HEART, with all your 
SOUL and with all your STRENGTH.”

Deuteronomy 6:4-5
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Key Words - Judaism

Adonai a Hebrew name for G-d

Shema

One of only two prayers specifically commanded in the 

Torah (see below).  It is the oldest fixed daily prayer in 

Judaism, recited morning and night.

Yahweh
a form of the Hebrew name of God.  The name came 

to be regarded by Jews as too sacred to be spoken.

Christian beliefs about God

Muslim beliefs about Allah

the 
Shema

“Say: He is Allah, the One and Only!  Allah 
is eternal and absolute.  None is born of 
him, nor is he born.  And there is none like 
him.”

Surah 112:1-4

Key Words - Islam

Allah the Arabic word for God

Khalifah someone who looks after the world for God

Muhammad the final Prophet

Prophet a messenger of God

Qur’an the holy book for Muslims

Shahadah
the declaration of faith in Islam - “There is no God 

but Allah and Muhammad is his messenger”

shirk
the worship of anyone or anything besides the 

one God (Allah)

tawhid the oneness of and unity of God

The sin of shirk
Islam warns of the sin of shirk.  This is when 
a person worships something else other than 
God.  There is one God and there can be no 
pictures to represent him.  Muslims must 
worship the true God, not the image of him, 
created by human hands.

Christianity is a monotheistic faith - they believe in one God.  
Most Christians believe that God’s nature has been revealed 
to the world in distinct ways:

▪ As the loving creator and sustainer of the universe (God the 
Father)

▪ As the saviour who became incarnate (born in human flesh) 
and lived, died and rose again (God the Son)

▪ As the source of strength which Christians find at work in 
their hearts (God the Holy Spirit)

The doctrine of the Trinity is an 
attempt to explain what the 
Bible says about the nature of 
the relationships between the 
Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit.  Christians believe 
that the One God is a Trinity of 
these three Persons.

“In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth.”

Genesis 1:1

“For nothing will be impossible with God.”

Luke 1:37

“For God so loved the world, that He gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have eternal life.”

John 3:16

“His works are perfect, and all His ways 
are just.  A faithful God who does no 
wrong, upright and just is He.”

Deuteronomy 32:4

“This is God, your Lord … the Creator of all 
things.”

Surah 6:102


