
Effectively using a PLC
To help guide your revision

Preparing for Yr. 11 Exams



What is a PLC?

What you should already know.

A Personal Learning Checklist (PLC) 
contains a list of all the topics you need 
to know about a unit of study.

You can access a PLC for each subject you 
study on the school website. 



Where can you find all 
your PLCs?

On the school website click on ‘our school’ and then 
‘KS4 subjects’.

On the KS4 page, you will see a list of all the subjects. 
Underneath each subject will be the PLC link.



How to use a PLC

Evaluate your own learning.

As you can see below, next to each topic is a 
space where you can evaluate your confidence 
level:

Red – I don’t understand

Amber – I understand a little

Green – I completely understand



Using your PLC to 
inform revision
Be organised in how you address 
your gaps.

Once your PLC is complete, it will give 
you a clear indication of where there are 
gaps in your current learning….

✓ Use this to prioritise topics in your 
revision timetable – therefore leading to 
effective revision.

✓ Start with the red areas, as these are 
the topics you do not know / feel 
confident on.

✓ Then work on the amber areas

✓ Revisit the green areas occasionally, 
just to check you do know & 
understand the topic.

✓Revise and test yourself on the topics –
your RAG-rating should improve.



How to check your 
RAG rating is 
accurate
Familiarity does not mean 
understanding.

It is crucial that you are accurately RAG 
rating a topic. Sometimes we have the 
‘illusion of knowledge’ – we think we know 
and understand a topic, but in reality we do 
not. To check your understanding of a topic 
you could try the following things:

1. Ask a parent/sibling / friend to give you 
a topic from the PLC – to be green on 
your RAG-rating you should be able to 
talk freely and in detail about it, using 
key vocabulary. You can even try talking 
to yourself in your head to see if the 
knowledge is fluent. 

2. Produce a quick bullet point list / mind-
map of the topic and compare it to your 
notes – did you get all the main ideas?



How should you 
revise?

A reminder

Revision needs to be active, so ideas when 
revising could include:

1. Make notes on what you are doing and at the 
same time, on a separate sheet of paper, write 
down exam questions. At the end of the session, 
do the practice questions without your notes.

2. Have a fact sheet with questions on one side and 
the answer on the other. After learning the 
responses, cover up the answer column and try to 
write the answers on fresh paper.

3. Produce a mind-map of an essay answer/topic 
using your notes and revision guides etc. Then try 
to reproduce it without any resources. Repeat 
periodically.

4. Talk through a topic with somebody else – explain 
it in a way that they can understand, teach them 
the topic.

5. Write down everything you can recall without your 
notes – then compare with your notes. Highlight 
what you did not know, write this as flashcards (Q 
and A)



Time to start…
You have been given your English 
PLC – start evaluating your own 
knowledge to inform your revision.


