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As we approach the end of this term and embark on a 
well-deserved festive break, it's a fitting moment to 
reflect on the enriching journey this academic year has 
presented us. 
  
In contemplating the upcoming new year, it's always 
worth noting the unique rhythm of the school 
calendar, which concludes in July, unlike the 
conventional calendar year. While many individuals 
use this time to reflect on the past twelve  months and 
establish new year's resolutions, we in the school take 
stock of the term and assess the impact we will have 
on the rest of our academic year. 
 
This juncture provides us with an excellent 
opportunity to eva luate the support systems in place 
for our students, both at school and at home. 
  

The partnership between school and home is crucial, 
and your continued support greatly contributes to the 
success of our students and is genuinely appreciated; 
thank you. 
 
  

 

This term has witnessed a fresh approach to assessment 
and reporting. Whilst in its infancy, the feedback from 
parents and carers has been encouraging. Our aim is to 
gradually desensitise students from the negative 
aspects of assessments and offer more contextualised 
information to parents, ensuring a clearer 
understanding of their children's progress. 
  
Beyond the classroom, I continue to be impressed by 
the energy our students devote to a range of extra-
curricular activities. Whether on the sports field, in the 
performance hall, at the chess board, or in the baking 
competition, they exemplify qualities that shape their 
character, and this newsletter aims to give a snapshot 
of their achievements. As adults, we can draw 
inspiration from their pursuits and reflect on the 
balance in our own lives! 
  
This newsletter also highlights our engagement with 
Future First, a platform that aims to build an Alumni 
network fo r the school. While we are still in the process 
of expanding our network, we recently had our 
inaugural interaction with members of our Alumni 
through a Physics workshop. It was a pleasure to 
witness the success of former students and you can find 
more details about this event later in the newsletter and 
ways to join the network yourself.  
  
In closing, I extend my heartfelt thanks to each of you 
again for the unwavering support you provide to the 
school. Your tremendous efforts day in and day out, 
coupled with your commitment to challenging your 
children to become well-rounded individuals, are truly 
commendable. 
  
As we approach the festive break, I wish you all a 
relaxing and joyous Christmas. I hope you find time to 
relax and connect with friends and family. 
  
Warm regards, 
Mr. K. J Powell   
Principal 
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CIVIL  AND REMEDIATION LTD 
COMES TO BRIDGEWATER! 
 

 
 
 
Jack Rowley (pictured above) Managing Director 
of Civil and Remediation Ltd. Recently gave 
Bridgewater students the opportunity to use their 
Construction Simulator for the week.  
 
Students could see, feel and consider what it 
would be like working in the Construction 
.«TÄ´º³ÉŸ ż.ºŻ´ J Ӄ­º º­ T­ Ç º| |J«T J«T XÉX N­-
ordination when operating plantŵŽsaid David 
Rowlands from the Construction Industry 
Training Board. When questioned, 60% of 
students, after trying out the Simulator , 
commented that they would now consider the 
Construction Industry where as previously that 
had not thought about this career option.   
 
It was great for our students to have this 
experience. It helped them widen their horizons 
and consider different careers. 
 
 

BOWLING TRIP 

On Thursday 14th December, students in the 
Provision from Upper Site had the 
opportunity to go Ten Pin Bowling. 
Competition was fierce but friendly and the 
students excelled in their playing and 
gamesmanship. 

Alice commented: ż#­ÇӃ «z ÇJ´ ZÄ«ŵ . z­º J
Strike and I won the second game. It was also 
fun having a day out with the Provision staff 
J«T ´ºÄTX«º´ŸŽ 

Rory said: ż.º ÇJ´ z­­TŸ 5É MX´º M º ÇJ´when 
. z­º J ´º³ ¦XŸŽ 

Mrs Sutcliffe tried to give us a maths lesson in 
explaining how to add up after a score and a 
strike Ɖ apparently when she was our age you 
had to work it out with a pen and paper!!!  
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WALTON GARDENS VISIT 
 

Eight Y8 students visited Walton Gardens in November for a Zookeeper Experience Day.  
It was good to see some of our old students who now work there. 
 
The students involved themselves with all the tasks and fed the animals too! 
 
Mr M Kueres and Miss E Magee 
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Murad, Paulyn, Eloise-Mae, Eskild, Marcel, 
Frankie, Emily, Bryleigh-Rae 
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GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION  
 
FXӃӃ T­«X º­ º|X Ç ««X³´ ­Z º|X +X­z³J°|É &X°J³ºªX«ºŻ´ ³XNX«º °|­º­z³J°|É N­ª°Xº ­«ŵ Ç|­´Xsplendid 
efforts are pictured over the following pages.  

  1st Place. Nathaniel Y7. Taken going up Langdale Pikes. òThe contours just keep getting closer!!!ó 

2nd Place. Billy Y7. This picture is of the view from Hill Cliffe cemetery in Warrington. It shows Fiddlers Ferry 
power station. The power station is a famous landmark in our town but is now closed and will be demolished 
in December 2023. It was built between the years 1964 and 1971. 
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  3rd place. Amelia Y7. My  photo shows physical, human and environmental geography.  Physical- natural 

features of the River Mersey with the sun shining above. Human- manmade bridge and road, the symbol for 
river on a map is a blue line. Environmental- trees either side and water running through providing a home 
for animals.  

1
st
 Place. Dexter Y8. . |JÆX N|­´X« ªÉ ´ÄM¤XNº ° XNX º­ MX º|X ?J« *³J«N ´N­ ǑǔX³´ 2XÆ Ż´ ?ºJT Äª  « ?J«ºJ

Clara, California as this relates to sport in geography. It is 40 miles south of San Francisco and was chosen for 
its existing infrastructure.  The Stadium is an open stadium design with a capacity of 68,500. There is a 
rooftop farm producing crops used in the stadiums catering.  The 49ers are owned by the York Family who 
also own Leeds United. They are named the 49ers after the 1849 Gold Rush in San Francisco. 
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  2nd Place. Max Y8. I took this photo of Latchford bridge in the evening . I like the way the bridge is reflected in the 
water and this is the bridge I cross to get to school . 
Canals are man-made and exists where water does not flow naturally . Rivers however exist where water naturally 
gathers . Canals are man-made waterways designed to serve a purpose in controlling the flow of the water , they rely 
on integrated features like locks and dams . They also help letting out excess water after heavy rain fall . Canals can 
be thought of as artificial rivers . 

3rd Place. Magnus Y8. Popular Sport This photo was taken in Old Trafford Stadium. 
One day, I was riding my bike to the Old Trafford Stadium. 
Football and cycling are both popular sports. 
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1
st
 Place. Santiago Y9. This small house is in Ambleside (which is in the lake District). It is a 17th century house 

which used to be an apple store but it was originally built on a bridge, so the owners didn't pay land tax. It is now 
part of the national tru st. 

2
nd

 Place. Murray Y9. It was taken by me at Manchester airport, at the visitors park. My topic is tourism and the 
growth of tourism. One of the ways tourism has grown is by transport being more available to people and the 
development of air travel. Air travel is good for tourism but also impacts the environment.   
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3
rd
 Place. Jack Y9. This photo was taken in Bormio, a ski resort in Italy. The photo links with Geographic subjects I 

studied the past couple of years. For example, the past couple of years, I have studied maps in Geography. We 
studied how to work out the steepness and top and bottom of mountain ranges. this included studying contour 
lines and learning the closer they got, the steeper the mountain got. That is why this picture links with that subject 
because the mountains in the picture are the Alps, and the mountain from which I took the picture from is 
3000metres above sea level. It isn't a glacier, but when the snow melts, it flows down streams which link all the 
way to lakes just outside of Milan. 

Congratulations to all those KS3 
winners whose photographs are 
shown above and thanks to 
everyone who entered the 
Geography competition. KS4 winning 
entries are shown on the following 
pages. Well done! 
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1st Place. Caitlin Y11. Giants Causeway - an area of about 40,000 interlocking basalt columns - the result of 
an ancient volcanic fissure eruption over 6 million years ago. Off the North coast of Northern Ireland in 
County Antrim, Giants Causeway is one of the 7 wonders. It was formed by erosion processes such as 
hydraulic action, abrasion and attrition. These processes formed the polygon shaped stones and vertical 
columns that make the Causeway. This picture shows the wonders of coasts and the omnipotence of the 
environment to form such spectacular scenes. 

2nd Place. Jacob Y10. My photograph links to the topic of coastal landscapes as it was taken in Kao Sok 
national park in Thailand, on the Indian Ocean.  
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3rd Place. Lucy Y11. This photo was taken in my front garden, and I have identified it as a fly agaric 
mushroom. This links to my topic of world biomes and the organisms living within them. 

MUSIC TUITION  
 
DRUM LESSONS 
 
If you are interested in having drum lessons, please contact Mr  Bradbury who will  put you in touch 
with  our new drum tutor.  
 
OTHER INSTURMENTAL LESSONS 
 
In case you weren't  aware, we offer  instrumental lessons here at Bridgewater High School.  If you 
are interested in learning any of the following  instruments, please contact Mr  Bradbury on 
r.bradbury@bridgewaterhigh.com 
 
Saxophone Flute Clarinet Guitar Bass 
Drums Trumpet Trombone Violin Cello 

 
Lessons will  be restarting in January.  Contact Mr  Bradbury as soon as possible. 
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 ´ É­Ä Ç ӃӃ ¦«­Çŵ ÇX ª­ÆXT º­ ?N|­­ӃNӃ­ÄT źÆ ³ºÄJӃŻ °J³X«º´Ż XÆX« «z´ TÄ³ «z º|X $­³­«JÆ ³Ä´Ÿ &ÄX º­
overwhelmingly positive feedback, we have retained the format. We continue to review this decision 
and are keen to overcome any barriers faced by parents  when using this particular platform. We 
³XNX«ºӃÉ º³ JӃXT J źӃ ÆXŻ #³ º ´| ? z« 2J«zÄJzX .«ºX³°³XºX³ŵ Ç|­  «ºX³°³XºXT Z­³ J TXJZ °J³X«ºŸ #­º| °J³X«º
and interpreter were present in our meetings room, whilst teaching colleagues streamed remotely. 
Another parent who is deaf, kindly observed the process and writes as follows about the experience:  
 
On  the 30 th of November I was grateful to have the opportunity to sit in as an observer in a new Year 
7s first parentsŻ evening, along with her parents, to experience the parent portal on a large screen in the 
school with an in-person sign language interpreter. 
 
I am a parent of a current Y9 student at Bridgewater. I have had many years experience of being a parent 
and supporting my children through high school, both in Cumbria and in last 8 years at Bridgewater. 
 
I am also profoundly deaf.  
 
Having access to all things within high school  life which  most parents would take for granted, such as 
information evening of all kinds,  presentations/performances and parents evening has always been hit 
and miss, whilst I can lipread, lipreading is unreliable only 30 percent is visible, the rest is guess work.  It 
is also very tiring, so my preference is using a British sign language interpreter to participate, follow and 
fully understand communication with others.  
 
When covid happened, with the many challenges and difficulties it presented us all with, I also lost  
access to the world with communication.  Everyone wore face masks and everything, including school 
J«T ;J³X«º´Ż (ÆX« «z´ŵ moved online.  
 
I cannot lipread a flat screen at all, most virtual platforms do not provide reliable subtitles or support 
adding an extra  ż°X³´­«Ž Ç| N| ´ºJÉ´ ­« º|X ´N³XX« Jº JӃӃ º ªX´Ÿ 6­³ NJ«reliable internet connection be 
guaranteed which further impacts screen quality and lag.  All these are essential when watching a visual 
language on a screen , as if the screen is blurred or  freezes, your communication is lost. 
 
Unfortunately the school p latforms that are  used have all these issues, so I missed out on all parentsŻ 
evenings etc because of covid. 
 
I had hoped that in person events including parents evening would return Ɖ as there is no lag or 
internet connection issues in face-to-face contaNºŵ J«T É­Ä NJ« ªJ¦X Ä´X ­Z J ż « °X³´­«ż ´ z« ӃJ«zÄJzX
 «ºX³°³XºX³ŵ MÄº º| ´  ´«Żº ªXJ«º º­ MX Jº º| ´ º ªXŸ  I informed the school of the difficulty  I faced 
accessing these things and a few things were tried over last year but, again a sign language interpreter 
N­ÄӃT«Żº MX JTTXT Æ ³ºÄJӃӃÉ Z­³ ªX º­ ´XXŵ 
 
So Thursday the 30th November was a new trial, for which I was invited along to ,  and along with the 
other parent we made the most of a in person sign language interpreter and together worked out what 
worked well and what worked less well, and so going on this system can be used until such a time face 
to face parents evenings might return. 
 
If you have a communication need, or any need that poses a barrier in accessing parents evening, do 
contact the sch­­Ӄŵ T­«Żº ZXXӃ É­Ä ªÄ´º ª ´´ ­ÄºŸ A|X³X ªJÉ MX º³ JӃ J«T X³³­³ JӃ­«z º|X ÇJÉŵ MÄº º|XÉ
will try and work with you to find a solution.  
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By Cameron 
 
8« º|X 5J³º|JŻ´ E «XÉJ³T
trip  it was very good as we 
did not just stay on the 
island, we went off to other 
places like Fenway Park, 
home of the Red Sox 
Baseball team. We walked 
on the freedom trail and we 
visited the Mayflower 2 and 
Plymouth Rock (not in the 
best weather conditions).  
FX T T ´ºJÉ ­« 5J³º|JŻ´
Vineyard though when we 
had tour of the island on the 
first day. Then a couple of 
days later we went to the 
Slough Farm and launched a 
pumpkin out of a catapult.  
We had a good game of 
football against the 
Americans and we are going 
to try and beat them in 
basketball (which is unlikely). 

By Max 
 
The eight hour flight and hour 
boat journey was tiring.  The 
day lasted over 24 hours but it 
was worth it.  We saw a 
catapult launch a pumpkin and 
we even got a free little 
pumpkin and picked sweet 
potatoes at the Morning Glory 
Farm.  We went to the Boston 
Red Sox Stadium and had a go 
at the American school system. 
They have more colourful 
classrooms and no school 
uniform.  We went to the 
Mayflower 2 and saw camps of 
Wampamnoag Tribe and sat on 
skins of animals, like deer.  We 
also sent to a mill and watched 
the water wheel crush the corn 
and we all had a go at a hand 
grinder and a hand crusher.  
The Americans beat us a 
football 4 -2 but we are looking 
forwar d to beating them at 
basketball.  At the weekend, all 
of the Brits and their 
exchanges went bowling and 
to the park.  On the last day we 
went to a mall for six hours and 
bought lots.  I bought a Led 
IX°°XӃ « J«T +Ä«´ ź«Ż >­´X´ º-
shirts and everyone was 
converting the dollars to 
pounds to see if the price was 
worth it.  

By Harry and Harry 
 
5J³º|JŻ´ E «XÉJ³T  ´ J ­«NX  «
a lifetime experience. .ºŻ´ ÆX³É
exclusive, you make new 
friends, meet new people and 
discover new culture.  You get 
to experience Halloween in 
America if you go in October.  
You get to visit Boston, the 
capital of Massachusetts.  
There are lots of options to go 
shopping, have a day in an 
American school and see how 
different  it is compared to 
British schools.  Then you can 
get to play basketball or a 
football game (make sure you 
win that game) and maybe you 
could play their version of 
football.  
 
Also you can go to another 
American state called Rhode 
Island and visit a massive 
mansion house.  With 
5J³º|JŻ´ E «XÉJ³T  º  ´ J ÆX³É
safe. There are lovely beaches 
to go to and have fun.  It is a 
place where you would love to 
live. 

5 >A, Ż?
VINEYARD 2023 

 

 
hǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ aŀǊǘƘŀΩǎ 
Vineyard exchange 
has been running for 
many years. As you 
can see from the 
above accounts, our 
students have a 
wonderful time and 
make lasting 
friendships. 
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CHRISTMAS TOY APPEAL 
 
Big-|XJ³ºXT ´ºÄTX«º´ Z³­ª 5³´Ÿ  «ºXӃӃŻ´ Z­³ª ³XNX«ºӃÉ N­ӃӃXNºXTcharity donations for the 
Christmas Toy appeal at Warrington Hospital. They delivered presents for the babies, children 
and young people who are poorly over the festive period. It was heartening to see our young 
people think ing about giving rather than receiving at Christmas time. It has been an absolute 
pleasure witnessing their compassion and commitment to the cause. 
 
Mrs B Antell 
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DAY IN THE LIFE OF WINTER WONDER 
  
Hi my name is Harvey and I am in Year 8 at Bridgewater High School.  
 
Today when I was at the rehearsals of Winter  Wonder  I saw loads of different  performances. It was a 
spectacular day. There were lots of brilliant  dancers and singers. There were lots of kind people that 
were really welcoming. You never felt left  out.   
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ALUMNI  
 
On the 19 th of December, Bridgewater received a visit from the Future First Alumni 
organisation. 
 
The visit was a workshop on careers in physics and some of our year 9 students 
participated. We were delighted to see two of our successful former students - Jacob Williams, 
who is an undergraduate studying Physics at Oxford university, and Elle Kalavsky, who is now 
lecturing undergraduates on maths and acoustics at Salford University, while completing her 
PhD. 
 
During the workshop , Shannon Walker from the charity helped to raise the profile of physics as 
a career for all students, including groups that are often under-represented in the field. 
 
After speaking with the participants , we can report that the event was a resounding success, as 
minds have been changed and future pathways have been revealed. Thanks to all involved! 
 
Mr G Cronin 
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